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FRripAY, JANUARY 21, 1842,

The Council met this dav, pursuant to adjourn-
. ment. Present all the Mewbers: FHis Excel-
lency. the Goverpor i the.chair, . - b

The minutes. of the last Couneil (including -the
following long and argumentative Protest of
Mr. Earp’s, against the ¢ Municipal Corporation
Bill,”) were read and confirmed. .

PROTEST,

The Municipal Corporations’ Ordinance having
passed the Legislative Council of this colony, the
undersigned feels it his duty to protest against
the same, for the following reasons: —

‘‘ That by this Ordinance it is enacted, that Mu-
nicipal Corporations are empowered to erect
Light-houses, Beacons, and other works of the
highest importance to the prosperity of the Mara-
time Boroughs, and the .safe navigation of their
Harbours ; ~ yet notwithstanding that works of
this nature will necessarily be very expensive in
their construction, and still more so in their main.
tenance, no provision whatever is contained in
this Ordinance for levying such dues upon ship-
ping, as might become necessary to detray the
expenditure which will unavoidably arise “from
the eétablisbii:g and maintaining such works, as
aforesaid, in an efficient and proper manner, al-
though it is a well-known fact, that Ship-owners
and Masters at al| times cheerfully pay Light
dues, and all such other. dues as have for their
object the safety of life and property, That from
the non-possession of powers tolevy and enforce
such trifling dues as might be necessary, the Bo-
dies Corporate of such Maratime Boroughs will
not be able to construct Lighthouses, &ec. without
a heavy tax upon the rate-payers, thus causing

ihe'&inhahhantsr of such Boroughs to be“doubly

taxedy; first;: for the Custowms'tDuties, fiokd whick
such expenditure, as aforesaid, ought to be ‘de-

i

frayed, in proportion to the amounts received by

the Customs® department, and secondly,
direct: Bewough rate for the construction of works
within: their Harbours, which, whatever may bé
their inclination, they may not have the means
of canstructing. in such a way as the nnture of
the Harbour may demand, without taxing - them-
seles to.such an extent ay, in a new colony, -ig.
ngither desirable nor warrantable, :

“ Thatfrom the non-possessionof powers to levy
dues for'such works as aforesaid, the colony wilt
be again -indireetly taxed, inasmuch as it may
be reasonably supposed, that in a new colon
many. years . must .elapse, “before the inhabitauts
of Boroughs, will be able to afford great oatlay in
lighting, surveying, and buoying their Harbours,
in such.a way, ‘as will give confidence to the In-
surance Companies of Great Britain and her co-
lonies, the consequence of which will be a high
rate of insurance on ships.and cargo” destined to
such ports; whereas, such dues as aforesaid, if
levied to no greater extent than might be abso.-
lutely necessary to construct and maintain such
works as aforesaid, would be small in comparison
with the sums paid for insurance, in consequence
of their non-erection ; which sums, although paid
in a distant country, are ‘still a tax upon the
colony, inasmuch as such additional charges must
be placed upon all merchandise arriving in the
colony, as will cover the: additional expense paid
for insurance, in consequence of the Harbours
not being properly surveyed, lighted, and buoyed;
such additiopal charges being, to all intents ang
purposes, a tax upon all imports and exports,
without being in the smallest degree beneficial to
the colony.” '

for 4



i
-

« That, whereas, by the 9th and 12th clauses of
this Ordinance. it is enacted, that every person of
fall age, who shall pay.twenty shillings for enrol.
ment, shall be entitled as a Burgess to vote at an
election, whether he shall be a proprietor or occu-
pier of houses or lands, or not ; the undersigned
cousiders this enactment contrary to the spirit of

the British Constitution, and also without pre--

.~ cedent in the laws of the British colonies; .gmd
.« that such emactment will, in its.practical working,

" be productive of effects injurious to'the common-
weal of the colony for the following reasons tw=
¢¢1st, That the non-rate payer is, by this enact~
ment, placed upon an equality with the rate payer,”
“2nd. That ¥he effect of this will be manifestly
injurious, inasmuch as it will take away the in-
ducement on ‘the part of the labouring classeg to

elevate themselves into- a position in which, from .

their proprietorship of lands or houses, or their
occupaucy. of«the same, they would become; ep-
titled to the yights of Burgesses, when by this
Ordinance they can purchase that. right for a
mere trifle.” , : S

« 3rd. That the enactment aforesaid, will, in all
probability, become a source of bribery and cor-
ruption, inasmuch as it may he the cause of indj-
w'(;)uals, or combinations of persons, contributing
sums of money, for the purpose of purchasing the
enrolment of parties other than. rate payers, in
order to secure the election of improper persons
to the Cozpamate-offices, to the wanifest detritneént
of the rate “paying portion of  the community,
That it is well known, that there is a considerable
number of persons in the various settlements of
* New Zeshinth; who'ire unfifFito be entrusted with
the elective franchise, as frandulent debtors, run-
away convicts, &c., who have eecaped from the
convict colonies, which persons cannct, from the
want of legal evidence, be convicted as such;
.gnd-that such persons will at all times be ready
to vote at elections for such parties, or combi-
nations of parties, as will pay the price ofitheir
enrolment. -That the principle of these enact-
ments is a near approach to universal suffrage in
its most objectionable form, That in a new co-
lony such a priuciple, or any thing approaching
1 it, must be highly injurious to the well-being
and good prder of the community, as tending to
sow the seeds of discontént and insubordination,
to establish authority in the outset of the colony,
and to prevent that good:feeling which does at
present exist, and ought always to exist, between
the higher and lower classes of society.”

¢ That it will have the effect of introducing a
party spirit between the master and employed,
and that by throwing the Corporate offices into
the hande of the labouring classes, or their nomi-

nees, the morg wealthy portion of the inhabitants
will be taxed without mercy by those who contri-

bute but little to the rates, and will themselves
be for the most part unrepresented, and thus the
spirit andVenterprise which has already been so
strikingly shown in this-colony will be cheked in
its progress, or driven to some other colony where
no such obstacles as here present themselves exist.’

* ¢ That notwithstanding that, by these enact-
ments, the- power of taxation will inevitably be
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‘vested in those persons who contribute least to the
Borough rates, an unlimited power of taxation, at .

all.times and to any amount, is conferred upon the .
Bodies Corporate ; neither is any limit set to the
amount to be expended in public works, the conse-
quence of which will be, a series of heavy, direct
taxes, highly oppressive in their operation, in as
rouch as in none of the British Colonies are more
expensive public works (in the harbours particu-
lariy), required than in New Zealand. Such power
of unlimited taxation being, also,without precedent
in any of the British Colonies—-the Municipal Cor-
porations of other colonies being strictly limited
bothas to the amount of taxation andexpenditure.”

¢ That by this Ordinance the inhabitants of
Boroughs are directly taxed for the erection of
buildings for the sole use of Government officers :
such buildings are also to be immediately erected
in all Boroughs created, or to be created, under
this Ordinance, whether the works necessary to
the prosperity of the Boroughs can be afforded or
not——a positive injustice which can require no
comment,”

¢ That whereas, by this Ordinance, it is not in-
tended that the Mayor of any Borough should be
ex-officio a Magistrate during the continuance. of
his office, the undersigned cannot but'look upnu
this, first, as an injustice in his not having any
control in those public works as aforesaid, which

‘he, as the chief representative of the community
-over which he js chosén to preside, is.compelied

to erect for the use of the Government ; secondly,
as an insult to an individual who is usually the
chief magistrate of the borough—and thirdly, as
a tacit admission on the part.of the Government,
that the persons so elected as Mayors'of Boroughs
will not, under the universal suffraze principle, be
men of sufficient standing in society to be en-
trusted with the Magisterial office.”” SRR

“ That the opinions of the mercantile gentlemen
sitting in this Honourable Council have not been
received with due deference; every amendment
to this Ordinance, by them proposed, for further-
ing the commercial interests of the Boroughs to
be created under this Ordinance having been’
rejected, and clauses injurious to those interests
retained in their stead, although it must be evi-
dent that these gentlemen, from their experience
in commercial affairs, must be at least as well
acquainted with the practical workiog of Ordinan-
ces of this nature as the official Members of the
Council—lastly, that this Ordinance as it now
stands will be the means of producing great and
general dissatisfaction throughout the colony, as
Leing based upon the principle of unlimited self
taxation, with very limited powers of self govern-
ment ; that it will thus operate as an incubus

‘upon the resources and enerpies of the colony,

and at the same time tend to foster a hostile feel-
ing between the government and the governed,
which will not fail to be highly detrimental to
both parties, and creditable to neither.” .

(Signed) GEORGE BUTLER EARP,
Meuwber of the Legislative Council.” -

The Colonial,ls;écretary moved that the Council
do now proceed to the Order of the Day, ... .
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'CHURCH EXTENSION BILL.

The Governor remarked, that the ¢ Church
Estension Bill,” which he had laid upon the
table at their last sitting, was now printed, and,
as this day was appointed for its first reading, it
would have preference of other business. )

The Clerk of Councils observed, that he did
not obtain printed copies in time to send them
round to the private residence of members, pre-
vious to the meeting of Council, but he would
distribute them now.

Copies of the Bill having been passed round
the table,

The Colonial Treasurer said, he could at once
perceive an error in the Analysis, The Bill con-
tained, in addition to the preamble, seven clauses,
only six of which were adverted to, and those not
in cousecutive order.

The. Governor observed, that the Bill could
now be read a first time, notwithstanding the
evror referred to, and any discussion upon it
would be taken at the second reading.

The ¢ Church Extension Bill,” the title of
which is, “ A Bill to promote the Building of
¢ Churches and Chapels, and to provide for the
“ maintenance of Ministers of Religion,” was then
read a first time.

[We furnish a correct analysis of the Bill, a
practice which we propose to continue in future
reports, in order that the public may have the ear-
liest information as to the object of each bill, the
first reading being generally merely pro forma,
and of course without discussion.]

ANALYSIS,
1. Buirpine of CuurcHES AND CHAPELS,
1. Amount to be advanced from Colonial Treasury.
2. Trustees to be appointed. ‘
3. Site, &e. of Church, &ec., to be conveyed to Trustees,
4, Free seats to be set apart.
MiwisTeRs’ STIPENDS,

. Rate of Stipends.
. Stipend may be granted when there is no Church,
. Whole amount to be issued limited.

POLICE MAGISTRATES® BILL.

The Attorney-General.—I now move, in ac-
cordance with the Orders of the day, the third
reading of the “Police Magistrates’ Bill.” It is
entitled, ¢ A Bill for extending the powers of
Police Magistrates;” and, although very short
{centaining ouly nine clauses), it is one of very
great importance to the commanity at large.
When the measure wag last under the considera-
tion of Council, 1 deemed it an essential duty to
make a few observations upon it, explanatory of
its nature, and the benefits it is calculate.] to con-
fer, in awarding, in some cases, speedy justice.
I was desirous, in making those observations,
that they should go forth to the public, being
anxious at all times, that the fullest publisity
should be given to the proceedings of this Coun-
cil, and that the earliest explanations should be
afforded of the nature and objects of all bills
brought under our consideration. It now ap-
pears that no reporter was then present; at least
no report of our proceedings has been published.
On the present occasion, 1 shall not repeat the
arguments I then urged in favour of the bill; but

w3 O

|1 may be allowed to explain, briefly, its three
i leading features, The three first clauses are
framed in accordance with the recommendations
in a report of the Commissioners in England, ap-
pointed to inquire into the operation of criminal
law. These three clauses are for the benefit of
the subject ; they enact, that certain ‘cases may
be dealt with suinmarily, including those ih which
the prisoner makes confession; and also, that
trivial cases, which the Police Magistrate may
deem to be unfit for prosecution, shall be dis«
missed. It must be obvious to all, that the long
period which too frequently elapses between the
committal of an accused person, and the time of
trial, is frequently a grievous wrong; inflicting, .
in many cages, a longer imprisonment than what
is deemed adequate to the offence on sentence
being passed., Long lapses of time between com«
mittal and conviction of prisoners, also tends to
the contamination of the accused, even in the best
regulated gaols of England, for want of classifica-
tion. And, if such be the case thete, how much
greater must be the evil in a new colony like New
Zealand, where scarcely any facilities of classifi-
cation exist, either before or after trial ? "The se-
cond great object of the bill is, to prevent, as far
as is possible, erroneous convictions and decisions
by ‘the Police Magistrate, - The Police Magis-
trate is a paid officer, and the public have a right
to expect that the gentlemen who fill that im-
portant post, shall be fully competent to the satis-
factory performance of their duties. ~The third
leading feature of the bill is, to take away from
the Attorney-General the power by which he is
now constrained to act, in his single person, in
the capacity of a Grand Jurys I am convinced
that it will, on all occasions, be much more satis-
factory to the party accused, and much more
favourable to his future credit and character, that
he should be liberated on the open acquittal of a
jury of his country, rather than obtain his libera-
tion by the private decision of a paid officer of
the erown. ; ,

The Colonial Treasurer seconded the motion
and the bill was read a third time and passed.—
The Ordinance will come into operation on the
third day of March, 1842,

SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS’ BILL.

The Attorney General. —The next notice on the
Orders of the Day is  The Summary Proceed-
ings’ Bill;” the title of which is « A Bill to regu-
late Summary Proceedings before Justices of the
Peace;” the third reading of which I now move.
The objects of the bill may be briefly explained.
In England, various forms, in different parts of
the country, are used, with regard to the « deserip-
tion” of offences committed ; the form of convic-
tion, and the form of notice. But in New Zea-~
land, a new colony, the judicial institutions of
which are only now being formed. an opportunity
occurs of avoiding the evils of the old system, and
adopting one uniform practice. The -object of
the bill then is, to describe only one general form,
and lay down one uniform rule, for the guidance
of Magistrates resident in the various settlements
of the Colony, both as regards the description of
offences, the form of, conviction, and the form of
notice, : .
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-Pie €Blowihd Treaiuber  seconded 'the- motion,
thay *PhirSaminary Proesetings’ Bill” be now.
rexdisfitudrtime-and pajved.. e epe

Theb Bilhwas i aceordingly: readip’ third time,
abdy prrthosuggestite of the  Attornay General, |
the wmd ¢ miatte®” was -sshstituted for the word
“-offenee’<imiclausessl and 16, - The tl'l,m:-‘,- and
Jaiohibad ¥ éuwthbr-obherved, thiat cases might ariee,
paeticularly when: Mumicipel Corperations were.
established} wheve legal'objections might be taken.
to e worhe offenieey’” but the. word ¢ matter”’.
wonld #RANSE every: possiblecasey- ;. -1

~Wittprtiiest vovbals altarnsions the -bill.pussed
without: x dishentient: voice~—Ordinange to: come,
into operatiomon the first-dayof Mereh, 1842..
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Cotineffy” 7 LT
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& CYR ‘of Codiicils congulted
me as fo.the: afhount of femunerdtion’ that dught
fo be given. I iindgine that thie gerdon‘who takes
the  feports I obtaih ‘sufficient - témuneration
from their sale, when published.

THE Altorney Cen
fhiat & nere TepaFe’ of ‘ob e
taken. This slone’wouldbe uséledd’ ‘*'Wb@t we
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essential ‘that

miadeRilly dequatated atell (with onr peoeeedings. .
doubtof the: proceedings of Council having, hither-
to, been very lingorreetly reposted.- The notices
in theiskewkp@gers | hmve: frequentdy, been very
Brief- A pdideus Hus, thy conseffuense > obtained
ciifrehcy; ard in many plades credenpeythat the
AGo”v%‘iﬂmehtha&b!éﬁid“imuﬁﬂduppmsingftﬂl
repoved 8 thedebatesin: Councily ‘and: that: the
newspaper has only inserted what the Gowerns

rall—1t"1s ot suffidient |
r:gm of ‘olif prodeditngdishiall b }

sthe eatite commuuity should be } ne
' .| from the Secretary of State, bas besn fa

ent thought proper. - With regard to this’ inju-
ious rumour,.it is necessary that the public mind
hould be disabused.. - ’
. .The Joverndr.—It has'béeir’ decided’ without
a dissgntient! voide, ' that”a  competerit perdin’
sliould b¥'enitaged to repgrt ot procsedings’; but
‘ag.is justly obiserved bythe Attorney Gerieral, no’
larrangeiniént has been niade't6 haverhe ‘ repdits
iptinted arid circilated ; a- matter which' is of the:
’ '§$hest intpbrtance to the publitatlarge. 1 have
‘pefore me‘the copy of a Minite passed ‘by: the
%gqstqen of the Auckland Priniting’ Coimpany, to
|thd ‘effedCthit they will not' contriburd *tewards
1;h‘et1:empneratipn of any person wno maybé 'ap’if
 pointed to report out procéédiugs, even'although
thg?"mgyihé.&e correct reports furnished to them
for insertlan.  Now, they have a perfect right to
us€ theitr' own discretion on the subject; ard there
might, an _the day preceeding- their pdblication be
a Joug debate, a report of which it would® not be
yery ednvenjent foi them to insert.
~ Mr; CTlendon.—~Oné evil has; hitherto, been,
that the persons ‘who attended " occasionally to'
take reports of-our proceedings Were irfesponsible
to the Council; but, should ‘a paid reporter com-
it an error, he woultf be'called upon to correct
it in the next publication. o
~ The Calopial Secretary.—An observation’ hav-
ing been made (by Mr. Earp) at the last meeting
of Council, when there was io reportel present,
ta the gffect that a ruméur was current of a desire,
on the part of Goveinment to suppress ‘a full're-
pottoF the progeetings of this Couticik an opper™-
tunity should 'be ‘given to the Trastéés of the
Newspaper and Printing Company, to contradict
such veport. So far from there having existed
any desire to suppress our proceedings, an'anx-
iety has ever been evinced that all aur. debdtes
should goforth to the public fully and fairly.
Mr. Earp then moved that a Committee be
formed, to take into consideration the best means~
of giving publicity to the reports of Council.. .
Thie-Attorney-General 'seconded the motion,
which was carried unanimously. =~ - o
His Rxdellency the Governor then appointed
the following gentlemen to form such Com-
mittges— .
. 'Thé Attorney-General, '
. Mr, Earp, :
Mr, Clendon.
LAND GLAIMS* BILL.
.- Mr. Clendon. (addressing himself to' the Gd-
vernor) said; I.wish to ask your Excellency whe-
' ther any instructions, additional to those already
- made public, have been received from the Home

Government on the subject of the Land Claims ?
The Governor.~The last instruction I have

ade publie,
| Bicskiveats that, the sule to whickithe New' Z‘;:land
Company will be subject, shall be applied to all
other .persons, with respect to the land claimed
by them. That rule is, in substance, that, on
cgrtain conditions, each successful claimant shall
bg entitled to a grant of land, in districts speci-
fied in. the Bill; of four times as many acres as he
shall have expended pounds. sterling in the pur-
chase: thereo’s - :

i
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Mr. Earp.—Would it be possible for the Mem-
bers of Council to have access to the first set of
Parliamentary Papers on this very important
subject ?

Mr, Clendon.—It is desirable. also, that copies
of the Marquis of Normanby’s instructions, when
Secretary for the Colonies, should be available
previous to the future discussion
Claims’ Bill.

The Governor—The Marquis of Normanby’s-

nstructions can be had ; and the first set of Par-
liamentary Papers, I rather think, also; but of
this I am not positive.—I am exceedingly de-
sirous to put the Council in possession of every
official document, not only in relation to the
Land Claims, but on every other subject.  Such
papers and copies of instructions, as are in my
possession, shall be laid on the table,

THE KORORARIKA PETITION,

Mr. Clendon—I had the honor, at the last
sitting of Council, to present a petition from
numerous Land Claimants at Kororarika, and
which petition was, pro forma, laid on the table,
I am desirous that the petition should be now
read at length, in order that members may be
prepared for its discussion, previous to the second
reading of the Land Claims’ Bill, on Tuesday
next.

* The Attorney General.—I presume the petition
referred to is the one of which a full copy appeared
in the last number of the Auckland Herald,

Mr. Clendon.—It is.

The Attorney General.—Then all the members
have an opportunity of making themselves fully
acquainted with it, without reading the entire
dicument now,

The Governor«~—The only objection I make ‘to
the document is, that it is not written in that
respectful style which is necessary with regard to
petitioners addressing a Legislative Assembly,
Under all the circumstances, however, I shall not
oppos2 a motion for the petition to be taken into
consideration.

Mr, Earp.—As the petition has been entrusted
for presentation. to the Hon. Member opposite
(Mr. Clendon), 1 would suggest that he should
render it less objectionable by erasing or alter-
ing the obnoxious passages.

The Governor.~The course suggested cannot
be adopted, The petition must be received or
rejected in its original shape. :

Mr, Earp.—In its original formit cannot be
received, unless the. Council compromises its own
dignity.

Mr, Clendon—the - petition, no doubt, was
written under feelings of strong excitement, and
may not be worded in terms very smooth or cour~
teous ; but I submit that it ought, nevertheless,
to be taken into consideration.

The Governor—I1 have already observed that
the petition is couched in language which ought
not to be addressed to a Legislative Assembly;
and, if the petitioners were in this immediate
settlement, where an opportunity would be afford-
ed them to re-model the document, I should say
that we ought to reject it.  Unfortunately,
however, they are far distant, so that we cannot
allow the question to stand over for so long a

on the Land

period as would transpire before the necessary
communication could be made. More mischief
would therefore, in my opinion,.be created by
rejecting the petition than receiving ir;. but-I
think it proper that the parties should, at the
same time, receive an intimation that this Council
disapproves of the spirit in which the petition is
drawn up. e el e

The Colonial Secretary——It is for Mr. Clendon,
who presented the petition, to make such motion
on the subject as he may think proper. e

Mr. Clendon-—Then I will move that the' peti-
tion be read at length, and taken into. considera-
tion, previons to the second reading of the Land
Claims’ Bill, on Tuesday next. v —

The Governor—Does any Member second
that motion ? ,

The Attorney-General (after a short pause)
said, 1 do notknow whether, eventually, I miay
vote for the adoption of the peétition , but,“I"am
at all times anxious to promote freedom’ of drs¢us-
sion, If the petition is so exceptionable a3, after
being fully discussed, to canse its rejection, the
etring parties will be more effectually punished
by giving it publicity, than' if wé refused to" re<
ceive it. If, onthe other hand, the petition is
tventually received, no* hart can have “actruéd
from its discussion.—I'will, therefore, with great
pleasure, second the motion of Mr, Clendsn,

The Governor then ‘submitted " the ‘motion to
the Council, which passzd unanimously.

This closed the business of the day, and thé
pounci}' adjourned to Tuesday. next, the-25th
mstant.

TuEsDAY, JANUARY 25, 1842,

The Council met this day, pursuant to adjourn
ment, S Pl
Present—All- the Members; His Excellency
the Governor in the chair, .

- The Minutes of the last Council were read and
confirmed.

- Mr, Porter presented two petitions ¢ from pro-
prietors of, and claimants to, land in New Zea-
land.” The first of these petitions, (the Hon.
Member observed,) prayed that the second read-
ing of the Land Claims’ Bill,” fixed for this day,
may be postponed for at least ten days.” The
second petition set forth the opinions of the peti-
tioners on the bill. There is nothing objectionable
in eitlier petition; and both are expressed in
courteous Janguage.  With the sentiments con-
veyed in the second petition, on the subject of the
bill genlerally, as it now comes before the Council
for a second reading, I most cordially coincide.—<
It expresses, in fact, my own' sentiments on this
important question, in much better language than
I could employ ; and I now move that both peti-
tion be read.- : :

The Governor (after looking over the second
petition) said :—We are given to understand that
this petition contains sentiments with which the
Hon. Member, who presented. it, entirely coin-
cides.—Now, it must be obvious that, previous
to any Hon, Member committing himself to a
particular line of conduet in the subsequent stages
of this important bill, that he shonld hear a dis-

cussion upon it, and be put fully in possession of
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the real views and. intentions.of Government. with
regard. to it, ‘on .which fhere appears to haye,
arisen some 'misapprehension, .
such digcission and declaration, the Hon. Member
may deeni it hecessary, to te-cousider the subject.
I.do, theréfare, deem it. inexpedient.to have the
second petition, embodying the Hon. Member’s

sentiments, read now. There can be no,shjection |
10 both petitions beiig received . dpd:Jaid on the
table, hut the reading of - the "second :petition
should be deferred until the eve of the discyssion

on the bill itself, the secoud reading. of which is
appointeqd for this day.

‘M. Porter.—-Tbe object of one of the petitions ,
is, that the second’ teadmg of the Laq Claims’
Bill may be postpohed.

The Governor.——ShQuld the Cougc;ll ag:ee that |

the bill be xegd B ;gcap & NoW, preced ded by
sup’h,a stgiempv& a8’ q"i::;mew;yg? Goyernment |
as, mxect any exxsu,n reh¢n§non as ,
to' thieir nature, the;re can %% 090 ]qct,lon to thq

readmg of both, petxtwns presented by the Hon, | of the Day, that the petition presented by Mr,

Meniber, “Aftei that gtage, further time may,. in |
acgordance withy . tg? pr:g’e; of’ iﬁe firgt peutywn, i

be' glven “for dellbe{atlon,, prévicus.to ;he finul de-
and decmq‘n Every Me;nbe; of Coungil, if
thls suggest:on meets thh apprgva}? wqu]d thus
be'in’ full pOssesswn, nop enly of, t‘hq Jeal views
and lntennqps o,}‘ &ats '!1;,} il S Wit lh the
sentiients of the pe iuoners, so_ that an oppor-
tunity would be afforded of carefylly considering
the case an T)oth side The bill for, settling Claims
3& rhace 16"every in-
habltant of New Zealand and to its future pros-
perity as a Colony, ‘that I would avoid not only
any premature ‘decision upon it, but' also, if pos-
slble, any premature expression of d.decided opin-
ion. I am of opinion that, if the second petition
be zead now, thet Hon. ‘Member' (Mr. Porter)
would find it a very hard matter, however desir-
able it may afterwards .appear, toget over his
avowal in support of the sentiments it-contains.
I think that the second petition, baving been re-
ceived, should, in the ‘present stage of our pro-
ceedin 8y, be‘auﬂ'e;:ed to lay on the table, °

Mr. Pétter, —-Tha Peuuon is, ahogethet, on the
mems of th!s bill. My motion js, that such: peti-
tion be now read; ‘but, if ‘the, Government has
something to propése that will alter the character
of the'bill, that may form a ground of ‘objection
to the’ pet;txon being read now.

’Ihe Governor.—No; not any essential altera-
tiog in principle ; but only that the objects of the
bJU may be more clearly eluudatqd, and erropeaus
W‘P"WW

Mr, Earp.~1 ¢ not exactly und’eﬂmnd the
obsqrvatlon of his Excellency the Governor, that
the petition should not be read until the last hour,
qr on the eve of the disqussion og the bjll,

“The Governor.—The :Hen. Member (Mr. Por~
ter) has distinctly said, that the petition-embodies

his own séntiments-in much better Janguage than | -

he could employ. ‘This : petition may, therefore,
be considered as his speech. * Let-Hon, Members
give an ind¥pendént vote by all means; but.it is,
very desitable thaf*they ghould nét be irrevocably
pledged one way or the Gther, uritil the.Govern-

After. hearing .|

{.guage than I could adopt
“been formed deliberately, and I have not uttered

‘ment bas had a fair oportunity of expluining its

wviews and intentions,

Mr. Porter —I' repeat that 1 coincide, most
strongly and clearly, in the sentiments expressed
in the petition; and also, that those opinions are
‘set forth, in that document, in more foreible lan~
My opinions have

one word that I feel called upon to retract. Bat,

although pledged to those sentimants-as the bill

now stands, I am open to conviction, There was
an occasion in this Council, when statements were
made during a debate, and alterations adopted.
which: induced me to change my mind.

: The Governor, —The motion before the Council
isy that certain petitions, laid on the table this
morning, be now read. It is unnecessary to dis-
cuss this motion further at present, as another
petition on the same subject, ordered at our last
meetmg to be read, must have preeedence,

" The Colonial Secretary then moved the Order

Clendon, from certain inhabitants of Kororarnka,
be now read.

~ TheClerk of Council having read the petmon,
. Mr. Clendon begged to make a remark.

The Governor.—It is desirable to refrain from
such observation as may provoke a discussion on
the principle of the bill, in the present stage of
our proceedings.

Mr, Clendon.~I merely wish; to observe that
all the ugpatures attached to the petitionare those
of bona ﬁde settlers, and owners of land purchased
from the natives. They have all had much ex-
perience,in the Colony ;—some having been resi-
dents for periods of from ten to twenty years, and
L considgr their opinions are entitled to the serions
attention of this Council. To those opinions it
i necessary that the fullest attention should be
given;—and I now move that the petition be
printed.

' Mr.. Earp.~1 most cordially second the motion,
but beg to observe at the same time, that there
are several partions of the petition with which I
cannot . coincide. It contains, however, much
valuable information. and although I do not pledge
myself to carry out its views, I yet think it should
be widely disseminated.

The Governor.—I do not think that it is expe-
dient to publish a long petition already in print,
The finances of the Colony are extremely low,
and as every Member has had an opportunity of
perusmg it in the newspaper, through which me-
dium it has obtained ‘a much wider® circilation
than we could give it, there seems to be no suffi-
cient necessity for havmg the petition printed.

. The Goyernor then put the motion to the vote,
%hen there were ;-—
- Ayes—Mr, Clendon
Mr. Earp
Mzr. Porter.

Nces—His Excellency the Governor
The Colonial Secretary
The Attorney General
The Colonial Treasurer.
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The Colonial Secretary.—1I beg to explain that
] should not have voted against the motion, had
not the petition been printed already, and widely
circulated.

Mr. Earp.—The petition has not been widely
circulated in the southern part of the Colony.

The Governor.—The question has been de-
cided, and a discussion upon it now is out of
order.

Mr, Earp.~1 merely made the remark after
the Colonial Secretary had explained, and who
also spoke after the decision.

The Governor,—The observations on both sides
were, no doubt, a little irregular.

Mr., Porter.-vl believe 1 am now in order, in
moving that both the petitions, on which we have
already had some discussion this morning, be now
read.

Mr. Earp seconded the motion.

The Governor.—I have already expressed my
acquiescence in the reading of those petitions, on,
one simple condition, and the object of that is, to
prevent a one-sided statement from going forth to
the public. Oae long petition against the Bill
has been already read and it is now proposed to
read a second. The latter document, it has been
declared, contains the sentiments of the presenter,
who is a most influenial member of this Council,
What I propose, then, on behalf of Government is,
that the Bill be read a second time, with an ex-
planatory statement of its real meaning and pur-
port; then, that both petitions be read, and that.
the further consideration of the Bill be adjourned.
Thus, the views of Government, with respect to,
the measure would be no longer misapprehended,
and the Members of Council, having a week for
deliberation, would, in the words of the peti-
tioners, be prepared for the discussion ¢ after
mature and serious consideration.”

Mr. Porter.—I do not see any material objec-
tion to the course suggested by His Excellency.

Mr. Earp.—But 1 object to such a course on
two grounds—TFirst, because it would bé in viola-
tion of one of our standing orders ; and secondly,
because the Bill ‘itself ought to express the opi-
nions of government without any explanation,

The Governor. — If the title, by an unanimous
decision, canuot stop at the point which I'propose,
I do not feel disposed to press the suggestion,
even although there be only one dissentient. One
petition (that from Kororarika) was evidently
written before the details of the Biil were known,
and merely after reading the speech delivered on
the opening of Council. I do therefore repeat,
it is only fair that government should have an
opportunity of being heard, through one of its in-
fluential members—the land claimants, and others,
having also a hearing through their petitions.

Mr. Earp.—To give the government an expres-
sion of opinion on a Bill, without affording an
opportunity of reply,is a procedure to which I
never will consent.

Mr. Porter,—I do not exactly coincide with
my honourable friend on this occasion. I am
anxious to promote a settlement of the question
by the passing of the Bill, and do not ubject to
the course proposed by His Excellency.

Mr. Earp.—I am also desirous of seeing a

bill passed ; but am by no means_anxious for
the passing of the Government Bill, on the

‘tab]eo

The Governor.—The leadmg ob]ects of the
Bill are very accurately traced in print. -The only
object.is to arrive at the truth, and ascertain the
correct state of public feeling. The Bill is'not a
mere ;gavernment measure; I utterly repudiate
the term. There is na intention, in any-quarter,
to-prevent the fullest and freest discussion, On
the contrary, we court inquiry and information ;
only it is necessary that both sides should be fairly
heard. The Bill, at a.future meeting; will be'read
a second time, when its priaciple will:-be fally de-
bated ; and when the Bill is in Committee, ‘any
member of Council will have ample opportunity
of discussing. its various clauses in detail. -There
exists no intention of hastening the measure, or
smuggling it through the Council. AH I really
want.to know is,. what will be for the general
good of the co]ony, taking-it as a whole, and
legislating for all the settler with a:desire for
their permanent prosperity. Wlth this view, I
am_desirous of becoming acquainted with the
wishes of all the colonists. ; "

Mr. Earp.—It is impossible to do so0; and thls
forms one of my objections to the course now pro-
posed. I object to facility being given to one
part of the community, of which another portion
cannot avail themselves. Ttie largest community
of settlers is at Port Nicholson, all of whom have
a deep stake in this questlon Their interests
are -as vitally affected by it, indireetly, as -are
directly those of residents in other parts of the
colony. There can be no objection to the petition
being read, and the Attorney-General’s statement
would be quite in time, previous to the discussion
at our next meetmg,

The Golonial Secretary—Such a coure would
be inconvenient. The second petition conveys
the sentiments of the hon, member who presented

; and, as there seems to be an objection to hear
the sentiments of a member of government on
the other side, I now propose, as an amendment,
‘“that the second petition be not read until the
second _reading of *the Land Claims’ Bill” shall
come on for discussion.” The desire of govern~
ment, with regard to this Bill, is to carry into
eﬂ"ect as far as is placucahle, the wishes of the
colonists themselves, and to obtain, if possible,
their sanction and support to otr proceedings.
Government is aware that, without such support,
or at least the approval of a majority of the com-
munity; any measure that might be passed would
not be suceessful. It is a measure which govern-
ment has very much at heart, and it is‘scarcely
fair to give publicity to strong petitions against it,
without affording, at the same time, an opportu-
nity to them of fully explaining their wishes and
intentions, L ,

The Colonial Treasurer seconded the amend.
ment. The suggestion of the Governor was so
reasonable, that he was surprised there should be

| any opposition to it.

Mr. Earp—The very thing Government requires
is within your power. Why cannot the Attorney-
General enter into . his statement or explanation
now, without reading the bill a second time ?
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“That would takeaway one-of my objections, by
preventing - the: resolution of* a' standing "order.
The effect would be precisely the same as if ‘the
‘course récommendéddy the Gevernor was adopted.
I believe tlie Government is actuated by ‘the best
intentions in fntroducing this:measure. - Different
feelings. may be entertained out.of doors, but1

-disavaw. apy pasicipation imthese;sentiments. —
There is nmﬁﬁgwo:mm theAtlorney-General

from making his statement now, -ahd’ thatiwill
.give him an advantage, as there-wiil be no reply,
The Attorney-General—I do not know why so
frequent : sllusion *should. be made to me; but 1
will tell the how. 'member that ¥ decline availing
‘myself ‘of ‘any ‘advantage whatever,” T will> not
‘put myself in'a position to strike, without giving
oppOnents an opportunity of :returning the blow.
T shall not, therefore, enter upon any explanation
at precent'-. e ; Mt e g R
" *The Colonitl Recfetary —In. the present temper
of "the Councit, I' think the: Attorney-General’s
‘decision is a prudential one. - No' member of

government would avail himself of any-advan.

tage, nor is it their wish to ‘press the measure
unfairly. They are certainly anxious to settle
this ' great question ; but, I repeat, they are fully
confident no ordinarce can be effective, unless it

is satisfactory to the inhabitants, or-at least-gene--
: " s+ | in 8- good hunioured strain), can be:more reluetant

rallya@on oo ¢ e i s o
- Mr,; Easp<=The watd temper has been used,

and 1 wish to ask the hon. member on which side!

has any want of ““ temper” been exhibited ?
3 1~ did: not use the word

- shise Colonigk Necretery

in an offensive ZSenscé’-;v-‘,-"-it» was<called forth by-an

observation -of the hon. member, respecting - the’

motives of government. -

«Mr. Porter—1 have certainly. not heard one
word from any member of this Council that could
be. construed 1nto an imputation of the objects or
intentions. of «Government, For myself, I.give
them credit for having acted from the purest of
motives., - . B

Mr. Earp rose, but gave way to— “

The Governor, who said—1It is my duty, sitting
in this.chair, to act as umpire. I have a perfect
recollection ghat the hon. member (Mr. Earp),
in expressing. his ow'n,opinmg:; 88.10 the motives
of gaovernment, said, different feelings might be
entertained out of doors, but he distinctly dis-
avowed them on his own part. i
" The Colonial Secretarv—I must have misun-
derstocd the hon. gentleman; but 1 can see no
reason why, in our discussions, any distinction
should be drawn between officers of the govern-
ment and other members. )
. The.amendment was then put, when there ap-
peared s v et e et g gk

Ayes—The Governor,
The Colonial Secretary,
The Attorney-General,
The Colonial Treasurer.
Noes—Mr, Porter, .
. -Mr¢Llendon,
Mr, Earp, .

~ The first petition was then read. It prayed that
the Second Reading of the Land Claimg’ Bill
might beideferred * for ten days or more,” and
that it should' not: be passed into a law without

o T o AR

“mature and serious consideration,”” [Ts this
document was appended twenty sighatares.]
- Mr. Porter moved that the petition be printed.

Mr. Earp seconded the motion. :

The Colonial Treasurét could not sez that..any
benefit would be derived from printing the peti-
tion, and he should, therefore, oppose the motion.
...:The: Governor ohserved, that the pétition was
very short, and had not, like the one previcusly
réad, beew insefted’in-the newsphpers. '~

- * The motion was then put to the ‘vote, when

there appeared-—

Ayes—The Governor,
The Colonial Secretary,
Mr, Earp, :
Mr. Porter,
‘Mr,:Clendos; -

Noes—The Colonial Treasarer,
The Attorney-General,

Mr. Clendon presented .a- petition from ¢ the
Female European Inhabitants in' the Northern
part of New Zealand.” '

The petition having been received, the Hon,
Member moved that it be printed. :

The Governor said—The question of printing‘ ,

the petition requires some consideration. [ know
many ot the parties whose names are appended
to this document. No man (His Excellency added

than myself to treat any -portion of the female
po pulation with apparent discourtesy; but it is
clearly out of their province to interfere in .ques-
tions of this nature ;. and, after all, it js but- an
echo of the sentiments-eXpreesed in the other
petition from their husbands, fathers, and brothers

‘The motion was not seconded, and the petition,
was laid on the table,

On the motion of the Colonial Secretary,
seconded by the Colonial Treasurer, the- second
reading of the Land Claims™Bill . was postponed
to Tuesday; but subsequently, on-its heing men-
tioned that the-sale of Government Lands was
fixed for that day, it was ordered, that the second
reading be fixed for Monday, the 31st January,

On the motion of the Colonial Secretary,
seconded by the Attorney -General, it was ordered,
that the ¢ Church Extension Bill” be tead a
second time on Friday the 28th January. =

The Governor laid'on the table ¢ The Licensing
Bill,”” which was ordered to be read a first time on
Friday, the 28th January. o

THE ESTIMATES.

In reply to questions from Mr, Earp and Mr.
Porter, o

The Governor said—The documents relating to
the expenses facurred . in-Bydwey’ on whocount of
this colon§, Had hot yet been received, but the best
possible estimates should be made out without
them, and without loss of time, -

The Colonial Treasurer added that they knew

{ what amount had been expended under each head,

but were anxious to obtain the details.. =~ .
The Governor observed that this Government
had exercised but little control over a great part

of the expense, and were, consequently, only res-

pansible for a portion of the amonat. = -
The Colonial Secretary—That an inconvenience
arose in making out the accennts, from the ¢ir-
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cumstance of several of the public offices being
only in course of erection., This was the case
with-the Golonial Treasnry, and reference could
not be made tothe papers of that department so
veadily a8 would otherwise have been the case.
The estimates should, however, be prepared as.
8000 a8 possible.

The Goverpor suggested that it would be a|
good plan to forward to England for approval,
and report, in the proper quarter, the same esti-
mates for 1843 as for 1842, The only difference .
would be, to take a larger Coatingent Account, |
g0 as to provide for any cese of increased estab-
lishment,

The Council was then adjourned to Friday, the
28th January,

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28ru. 1842,

Present—His Excellency the Governor
The Colonial Secretary
The Attorney-General
The Colonial Treasurer
Mr. Barp.
Absent - Mr, Clendon
Mr, Porter,

After the usual routine business—

- Mr. Earp said, he had the honour to present
the report of the Publication Committee (con-
sisting of himself, the Attorney-General, and
Mr, Clendon), ‘to whom it had been referred to
take into conside.ation the best means of giving
publicity to the proceedings of Council, 1t was
not necessary to enter upon any explanation of
the subject, as the rules adopted by the Com-
wittee were few and simple, and, in his.opinion,
admirably adopted -to effect the object intended,
The Honourable Member then presented the
report, which was received.

On the motion of the Colonial Secretary, se-
conded by the Attorney-General, the Report was
read by the Clerk of Councils, To show the
desire of ‘the Council to have their debates fairly
given to the public, we furnish an analysis of the
document :—

It recommends, 1st. Thatacampetent Reporter
be engaged, at the charge of the government,
Secondly, That the debates be published as a

“supplement to-the Government Gazette, Thirdly,
"That any Member may revise the report hefore
“publication ; so far as affects any thing which
he may be reported to have said in -the Council,
Fourthly, That a fair copy of the report shall lie
at the office of the Clerk of Councils on -the -day
following the debates; and shall remaia there
for one day at least, before publication, Fifthly,
That should the report be found in any way in-

i

correct, it shall be competent for any Member of |

the Council; so far as regards himself, to order
such error to he etrrécted in the next publieation
of the debates. The following rule defines the
duties, and embodies the instructions of Council,
to,the- Reporter ;< That -he punctually -attend
the meetings of the‘Council—that he faithfully
repprt ‘the proceedings of the Council~—that he
prepare the same for the press—and that he cor-
rect the proof sheets thereof.”

The Colonial Secretary suggested that, as there

better that he should wait upon each Member
with the Report, rather than that, according to .
the syggestion.in the foyrth rule of the Commit-
tee, the document should lie at the office of the
Clerk of Coungils. o

The Attorney Gengral thought, that the plan
laid down in the teport was the best that could
be adopted. The suggestion of his Hon. friend
the Colonial Secretary would lead to very serious
inconyenience, Suppose the Messenger came to
his (the Attorney General’s) house, when he was
from home, it might remain there for nearly a
day before he would have an opportunity of re-
vising it. The same might occur with other Hon.
Members ; so that, if the report was to be taken
round to the houses of Hon. Members, several
days might elapse before it could be sent to the
priater. » .

The Governor.~—By all means let the report
be left at any one given place, where every Mem-
ber may have access to it. . . .

The Colonial Secretary.—1 do not press my
suggestion. All I want is, that the best plan
may be carried into effect, of giving Hon. Mem-
bers an opportunity, in the way most convenient
to all, of revising the reports. ‘

The Governor,—Can any eligible plan be de-
vised by which those reports can be sold? .

The Colonial Secrgtary,—It is recommended,
as the most efficient medium of giving publicity
to the debates, that they be published, from time
to time, a8 a Supplement to the Government Ga-
zette ; but the Gazette is not sold for the benefit
of Government.

The Governor.—Although the reports of Coun-
cil have not been taken from the first commence-
ment of our sittings, yet they have begun at a
time when a knowledge of our deliberations are
most important to the community. One measure
of considerable interest (the Municipal Corpora-
tions’ Act), has been passed ; but the reparts will
embrace all the most important discussions on
the Land Claims® Bill; and for future ‘teférence,
as a sort of Parliamentary Record within this
 Colony, the reports will, when callected, at some
| futare period, be almost invaluable. -

The Attorney General.—The main object is, to
make the reports not only as cheap, but as acces-
sible as possible; and further, to give them the
widest distribntion within the means of the Coun-
cil. For this purpose, I think the official Gazette
is a very good medium; for I presume that in
this, as in other colonies, copies of it are sent to
magistrates, so that, wherever there is a Bench,
a-copy of the reports of our debates will obtain
circulation. o

The Governor.—Hitherto several official an-
upuncements have been published ps Supplements
‘to:the-Gazelte ; such as, in one or two cases,

Notices of Land Claims, and other matters of in-
terest, all of which have begn charged by the
.printer .in the same way .as the Gage/ts itself,
-which was taken by .contract.in Sydney—a town
whete there are many printing-offices, and con-
sequently an ppportunity afforded of much com-
petitjon-—and the prices, I believe, are fair and
reasonable.

was a Messenger-of. the Council, it would be |

The Calonial Secretary.—Perhaps the - hest
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course to be pursued is, to leave the Government
to wake the best arrangement they can with the
printer ; the Supplements having, hitherto, been
charged the same price per sheet as the Gazeite.

. The Attorney General.—As the object is to
publish, acurately, what each Member says, so
that the public may be presented with the senti-
ments of each speaker in the words in which they
are conveyed, the Reporter should be given to
understand, that he is not to make speeches (or
Gthers’; “bit atedely. to’ restrict Wi atlfes o the
furnishing of a correct report ; ‘withont filling in |
those lights and shadows with which many short-
hand writers are in the habit of embellishing their
labours, :

The Governor.=I know it is impossible to re-
port, literally, what a speaker says. 1f the report
be faithful as to the matter, and spirit, of what
transpires, it is sufficient. It is unnecessary to

" report those repetitionary sentences which always
~ dq, and ever wjll, occur in debate, -

Tha Attorney General,—All | want is, that the
reporter refrains from making speeches for Mem-

" bers, ‘which would destroy one main object-we
have in view. I now move, that the Report of
the Publication Committee be printed.

The motion was seconded, and carried unani-
.mpusly.

CHURCH EXTENSION BILL.,

. -~ *fiys Colonial Secretary moved the Order of the-
day‘for-the ‘second reading of;the- ‘4 Church Ex-
tension Billi* *“This Bill (the Honourable Mem-
ber obgerved), has been prepared in accordance
with the principles of a similar act passed by the

- Leglshutive«Cpaweil af New fpoth Wales. - The

,main, and most valuable feature of the Bill 'is,

. that all denominations of Christians are put upon

_-an equal footing. The government, by this mea-
. sure, carefully avoids giving to any religious body,
an advantage over the rest; and all who worship

God. in accordance with the principles of the
Christian Religion, can be pravided with a cler-
gyman. The only condition is, that, before ap-
plicants for assistance trom the public treasury
can be entitled to any grant, they must prove
their own zeal in the cause they espouse, by haying
subscribed a stipulated sum, This plan has been

“found to ‘work well in New South Wales, and

" can scarcely fail to have the ‘inost beneficial ten-

" dency in this colony. By making the assistance
from government, coutingeat on the contributions
of the people, we aim at the accomplishment of
two important objects. First, it will have a ten-
dency to prevent that lukewarm feeling, which

- gometimes paralyzes the efforts of beneficed’ Mi.
nisters ‘of Religion; and, on the other hand,an

" independent feeling will be created, and subser-

- yiehey-othe influegtial and -wealthy members of
Briindr g b v o e
. Religion knows that his stipend is not entirely de.
* pendent on the volantary contributions of his
- congregation. - The Bill provides, that grants in
aid of religion may be given:under two heads :—
- First, As to the fund which ‘any- religious body
- may provide for building a church or chapel;
- and—Secondly, With regard to" Ministers’ - Sti.
pends.  As to the building fund, no grant can-be
made by government, until the applicants shall
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have raised not less than £300; by private and
voluntary contributions, towards the erection of a
church or chapel. Then, a sum equal to the
amount so raised, not to exceed £1000, may be
granted by government, but no such ‘aid’ can be
afforded until trustees, subject to the approval of
His Excellency the Governor, shall have been ap-
pointed, and in whom the property in the building
shull vest. As to the second leading feature in
.the JBilJ; under the head of Ministers! Btipends, no
‘assistance shall be granted from: the  Trea-
sury, unless upon the writtén applieation and
declaration of 100 adult  worshippérs in' dny
church or chapel, when Government may grant
a sum not exceeding £100 per annum ;—if 200
persons make such declaration, then £150 pér
annum may be grantéd ;—and, when there are
500 applicants, £200 per annum mray: be awarded
towards the support of a Minuster ;. ‘hut; Govern-
ment will not, under any circumstances, and kow-
ever numerous may be the cengregation, award
a larger yearly sum than £200 i aid of a stipend.
The bill further provides that, under certain cir-
cumstances, even where no church or chapel has
been built, if a sum of not less than £50 has been
raised in any one year for the suppqrf of a Minis-
ter, Government may grant an additional sum,
« not exceeding £100, nor exceeding the sum s,
raised.” Such are the provisions of the bill, a
knowledge of which, it is hoped, will be dissemi-
nated far and wide, and have the effect of induc-
ing the various denominations of Christians in this
Colony, to take active .steps for having Diviue
Setvice perfcrmed in their own churches. Ifthey
do mot, the fault will not remain with Govern-
‘ment.—] may obserye that, soms. time ago, an
article appeared in print, adverting to’ the ** Es-
timated Expenditure” of the year, and finding
fault with the small amount set down under the
head of * Ecclesiastical Establishments.” DBut,
the writer mnst have been in ignorance of tue
real facts of the case, This bill, as | have already
intimated, only enables Government to assist
those who have first assisted themselves ;—and
the item alluded to was not put down as the limit
of Government assistance ; but, as exceeding the’
_probable amount that would be applied for. The
only town from which we have yet had any appli-
cation is Auckland, where upwards of 500 in-
habitants liave subscribed the necessary declara-
tion to entitle them to the Government allowance
of £200 per annum, Now, there certainly must
be, at Port Nicholson, and in other towns of the
Colony, large bodies of worshippers who, upon
proper application, wili be entitled to a grant
from Government, either in aid of their building-
fund, or in support of a Minister, or both. Cer-
tain it is, however, that, hitherto, no such appli-
eation has -heen: made, amisings prabably;: fran
their not being fully aware of the provisions cf
the New South Wales’ Act, which has, up to the
present time, been law in this Colony. I remem-
ber that information on the.subject has been're-
quired by the Rev. Mr. Strachan, Minister of the
| Presbyterian_ Church at Port Nicholson, and I
adduce this fact to shew that mauy parties, other-
wise well-informed, have remained. in ignorance
of the provisions made by Government for pro«
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moting the building of Churches and Chapels,
and to provide for the maintenance of Ministers
of Religion. I now move that the Church Exten-
sion Rill be read a second time.”

Mr. Earp —In rising to second the motion, I
mny mention one or two points upon which, I
think, the bill may be made more explicit. In
the fith clause, for instance, regarding Ministers’
Stipends, there is used the general term of *Minis-
ters -of - Religiop,.,; without any definition as to

th 1 ht to be so considered. ' Now T, .
ose Who oug ihidod i} > 3 | doubtful. character, . .

am an-enemy to quackery of all kinds, It is bad
in every shape, but more especially when it masks
itself under a garb of religion. In my opinion
the quackery of Dr, Eady is preferable to that of
Dr. Mawworme The term  Ministers of Reli-
gion’’ should, in my opinion, be more acurately
defined. You will probably have in this Colony,
at no distant day, a body of Socialists, who may
claim, from Goyernment, the aid of Government
for their teacher,

The Attorney General.—The bill does not
make the allowance compulsory upon Govern-
ment, but gives discretionary power to His Ex-
-cellency, with the advice of the Executive Council,
to order or refuse such grant. It is not, there-
fore, very probable that a body of Owenites woula
he enabled to obtain any grant of public money
under the provisions of this bill.

The Colonial Secretary.—It seems to. me that
the  objects of the bill are sufficiently and. acu-
_rately defined. No money can be granted for
“‘the building of a church or chapel,’’ unless it
. be designed for ¢ the exercise of the public worship
of‘some denomination of Christians.” Then as re-
. gurds stipends, aid can only be granted ““ towards
the support of Ministers of Religion.”—Socialism,
or Owenism, cannot be called ¢ religion,’” nor
can the professors of such principles come under
the denomination of * Christians.”

The Governor.—Probably the addition of one
word would satisfy the scruples of the Hon, Mem-
ber (Mr. Earp), who seconded the motion that
the bill be read a second time, The bill provides
that Government shall contribute *“ towards the

- support of  Ministers of Religion,” and perhaps
the word ‘‘awthorized’” ministers of religion would
meet the difficulty.

The Attorney-General —There are many safe-
guards in the bill, against imposition, The first
clause provides that £300 must have been sub-
scribed by the applicants for aid in the erection
of a building, before their claim can be considered,
Then, as regards stipends, the necessary declara-
tion must be subscribed by at least 100 persous ;
and, after all, the Governor, with the advice of
the Executive Council, has a discretionary power.
Before youigive.maney, in,pid. sither of qbqi‘lding

.or endowment, the people themselve
tribute. ‘

Mr. Earp.—~J .do not press the objection; 1
merely make allusion to the wording of the clause,
becayse I thought it might probably give encour-
agement to parties whose claims could not be ad-
mitted. But, certainly, no considerable number

- of people will subseribe largely to satisfy any idle
caprice. . ‘

s ‘must cohd

The Governor.—We wish to place all professors
of the Christian Religion on the same footing.
We say we will afford aid, upon a scale which
has been laid down, in support of any authorized
minister. That is not forcing upon them any
doctrine.

The Colonial Treasurer.—~The question is, what
is to be the definition ‘of Ministers of Religion ?
There are numerous sects:—the Church of Eng-
land, Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists, and
a.great number of others; athers of a rather

The Colonial Secretary.~—~The Govérnor, “with
the aid of the Executive Council, will éxercisz a
proper discretion as to the parties who have really
a claim, A sect has, for instance, recently sprung
up, calling themselves ¢ A Provident Sect,” the
object of which is commendable. ‘Should a con-
siderable number of such religionists make appli-
cation for aid from Government, their claim
would be entitled to every fair consideration,

The Governor,~On this question I heard a
great deal of discussion—probably more than I
shall ever hear again—when the subject was before
the Governor and Council of New Bouth Wales.
Some high Churchmen in that Council were op-
posed to the measure, On the supposition that its
provisions gave too wide a latitude for the ad-
mission to pecuniary aid from Government to
Dissenters ; but I am glad to state that the alarms
of those gentlemen were proved to be efioneous,
and their arguments successfully refuted,

The motion for the second reading’ of the bill
was then put, and carried unanimously ; and the
bill was, upon the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary committed. ' .

BILL IN COMMITTER,

The three first clauses (on being read by the
Clerk of Councils), passed sub silencio.

On the fourth clause being read, which proa
videa that the Trustees of any church or chapel
for the time being, shall set apart sittings marked
with the words “Free Seats ;”’ amounting to not
less than one-third part of the whole of the sit-
tings in such church or chapel,—

The Governor said,—1I wish it were possible to
avoid making any marked or apparently invidious
distinetion, hetween  the seats occupied by those
who are pew-renters, and those who are not. I
really do not see why we should tell the world
that persons sitting in any particular part of a
church’ or chapel, are unable to pay for the
accommodation. — :

The Attorney-General.—1I should have a strong
repugnance to the clause as it now stands, if I
believed that marking those portions of the pews
or benches, not rented, with the words ** Free

.Seats,” would give pain to any individual attend-

ing Divine Service.. I think, on the contrary, that
§£i"§faé€ioh -wolrld, in elmest_every._.instance, be
given by such an intimation, on entering a church
or chapel. ‘A stranger, for instance, entering.a
place of worship, would have uno difficulty, ob-
serving certain seats so marked, in’ obtaining
accommodation, But, on the contrary, were no
seats marked “Free,” he might experience incon-
venience, not knowing where he could sit, with-
out intrusion on the pew-renters. For myself,



going ¥ chipch on Sundays, seeing 4 beach with
a bick against it, 1 am diffident of o¢ '
but, iftliere was an é
*Tree,” I should unliesitatingly sit dawn-upon it.
- The Colonial’ Tte‘a“s'niief.-’-—‘!’érliﬁb& some ‘other
distinction than thet of marking the seats might
be adopied, . A régulation might be. made that
the seats for honspew-renters add strangers
should be placed in the middle of the church dr

chapel, or some other place specified. :
The Attorney-General.~Sugh.a plan would, in !
*.great mpdansel B8 inoperatit Tthott shiite

tistinctive mark, hiow ¢ould stfangers know which
att of the chutch or chapel was appropriated for)
ree seats? The plan proposed, of describing.
“*Free '.S'eat;’lgﬁge,f&uch, ‘ig_adopted in New:
South Walés; aud alio, so Tat_as thy experietice
extedds, in all the new 1 hure?{es of Biighind, Tn’
Tact 1 rather think there is an express ‘stipulation
'in*“*the Act fér régulating the building of Churdlies

and Chapels” to that effect.

The GovernagetThere is certainly teat weight
in. Hg,;m %“ﬁ LTt '\ﬁé@lﬁ,fﬁo doubt, "be

“véty gratifying to inysell or Honorable Members
‘ptEsent, were we to return to England and enter:
‘an'y of the new Churches, to obsérve a seat which
_we could at once occupy, withgtt being subjected
'to'the inconvenignce, and disgomfort, of waiting
In the aisle until some ‘pew-renter would fnvite us
“to enter, L '
"he Colonial Treasurer.—I am only anxious o
ascartain, whether, thi _clauagy sogitding * Frés
Seats,” may.nok:be comtrued, by some religions
_denominations, to. interfere with the discipline of
their churches, as regards pew-rents. Some reli-
pats in their chapels ““free,”;
] B¢ lapplinted under the
~sanction “of ~Government, they may deem the
regulation of inarking ‘any paytion -of “their sdats
-¢ Free Seats,” pbjectionable. - - ' !
The ‘Attorney-General-~Tt :Has ever been ad-
vanced as'an arguiment'in favour ofithe: Churchrof

i

“England, thit "1t is “Phe Poor Man's Clivrehi” [

“Wo~ place ‘of ‘worthip, in :conmézién ‘with ‘the
Church of England—at least "in 0¥ time—has
" been built ‘or endowed, witliolit ‘ providing due
‘deconmmodation for those who cainat afford to remt
,péws, - In fhe’@hapeks ‘of séveial dedominations

T beligve, asregirds one cluss

of- BirSifgs, o8,
“gs‘;iﬁcw; J% bg%gé &vipaﬁp!fﬁa%”bﬁirkd upon | R

10 pay. _
- rl{)’fr); Earp,—I'agree’with mugh that has been
said ; but if honorable members dre acquained
with'the fecent'regulations of «dissenting congre+
- gations in England, so ‘far eg regards their places
“ pf ‘worship, it will ‘be found thativery vapid strides
“have been made for froviding Free Deats.  This
applies, I ‘believe, to :all religicnists

lics I know that they make no such distinction -as
js'now proposed ;- every worshipper is at liberty
to take posgession ‘of eny séatyhich maybe-at
Cfiberty.s o T e ©ow ]
e ! ‘*my Earp.=—THen they have noigeats at all, -
"“"Phe Governor.—Itake a‘very liberal view=of
the ediirse adopted by Roman: Cathiokics in regard
1o theirplaces of worship, having seen at@é\aoa),

g it
seat miirkéd with the word | per. So far as tegards an equility -of right by

suclyamount.

und other places'in Europe, a ichief officer of -
gorernment kueeling down by the'side of a pau-

high and low, it is ‘cettainly correét'to say that no
person has & seat,. T

M. Earp.— Such sy be the case on the con-
tinent of Europe, but certaialy e different syitem
prevails.in the Roman Catholic chapels—er at
least in' many of them—in England and Ireland.

‘The -Governor.—I was asked .a guestion, by a-
Heputation from a body. of Presbyterians, as to
the spptopriation-of money. granted - by the Go-
werement in -aid! of #s - ahjeats; and when -
they were informed that no aid could be granted
wnless Trustees were first appointed subject to
the sanction of Government, and that free seats
‘must ‘be appropriated for the accommodation of
throse unable to rent pews, they made no objection
on the gronnd of its interfering. with the discipline
of their Chureh. ... mention this in reply to' the
observation of the Colonial Treasprer. As regards
the Boman Catholics, no one, g0 far as my own
observation and experience extends, can be said
tohave an exclusive seat, unless he brings his
own chair. The prince and peasant, when they
enter a place of worship, are placed upon an
equal footing, and this, in my extimation, con-
stitutes one of the points in their religion from
‘which we might take a useful example.

'The Colonial Secretary.—If parties comé Yo
Government to twake -certain ‘conditions for ‘the
‘performance of Pivine' Hp; and obtam: an
‘alivantage for themsélves,/Governmentthas a right
to fix-the amount which they are willing to' grant
from the funds of the colony for such puipesese
In‘the 7th clause-a ‘blank-is 16t whick must e
filled in with the propertion "df the*Bstimated Re-
‘venye for one year, which ‘the Council'is willing
‘to grant in aid of religion.

The ‘Attorney-General.—~In accordance with
instructions from ‘howe, there is a limitation to

+'The Colonial - Secretary and ‘the Treasurer,
severully offered an opinion, that no portion of the
fund arising -from:the ‘sale of lands, could be
‘applied-to thisparpose ; but:that ‘the grants must
‘be-roufined to:a certdin:proporiion . of the Ordin-
'GW’R@WWOHI% ciohmonTmeRieo

The Governor.—To take oneseventh fromthe
\evenue, may seem at first aight:to be excessive ;
‘butlet us.consider to what & véry importaut pui-
peeeiit is to'be applied s—the most fmportant in
‘fugt of anyother ;> for what can be paramount to
the promotion and advancement of . the Christian

- Religion, of whatever denomination? -

“Mr, Earp,~The ‘Revenue will [ ‘presume, be -

‘much-increased during: the ensuing year.
. The Colonial Treasurer,—It s now about

e *ﬁm‘*y ar to £30,000, including customs, excise, liceri~ -

ses, &c, :

: The Colonial:Secretary -then imaved, seconde
by the Cobonial Treasurer,-that ‘the blank inthe.
seventh clause, +be filled up withrthe wards **one
seventh’ part;of:the: estimated revenue. .
‘The Governor.—The Colonial. Secretary has
: alrepdy observed, that fault:has been found with

the small amount set forth in the Estimated Ex;

. ’;31



