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The Council met this day, pursuant to adjourn.
ment. Present all the Members : His Excel-
lency the GOvernor it ~he.ehair.

!The minutes of the.last Council (including the

following,long and argumentative Protest of
Mr.,,Earp s, against the " Mutant" " al Cor r "~.1, . . P pO atlon~m, ) were read and confirmed.

PROTEST.
The Municipal Cprporations, Ordinance having

passed the Legisl~ttfve Council of this colony, the
Undersigned feels it his duty to protest against
the same, for tile following reasons:--

"That by this Ordinance it is enacted, that Mu-
nicipal Corporations are empowered to erect
Light-houses, Beacons, and other works of the
highest importance to the 2~. ..... : ........¯ l-’vuap~llty OI ule ~lara-time Boroughs, and the safe navigation of their
llarbours; yet notwithstanding that works of
this nature will necessarily be very expensive in
their construction, and still more so in their main.
tenance, no provision whatever is contained in
this Ordinance for levying such dues upon ship-
ping, as might become necessary to detray the
expenditure which will unavoidably arise iron,
the estab|ishiv.g aBd maintaining such works, as
aforesaid, in an efficient and proper manner, al-
though it is a well-known fact, that Ship-owners
and Masters at all times cheerfully p~y Light
~lues, and all such other dues as have for their
ot)ject the safety of life and property. That from
tLe non-possession of ~owers to levy and enforce
such trifling dues as might be necessary, the Bo-
dies Corporate of such Maratime Boroughs ~ill
not be able to construct Lighthouses, &e. without
a heavy tax upon the rate-payers, thus causing

I

the.inhah/a~nts of such Boroughs to- bedoubly
ta-m~d~licat~:,-fO~ the Oustomb~ttti,-,,,¢~ W’ ....
such expenditure, as aforesaid, oug~tt~U~o’be ~Vdeen
frayed, ia proportion to the amounts receive

Cn.O s’ depa,tment, and second y,
daecli~l~ahagh rate for the conatrudtiml,of~¢~
withiw their Harbeurs, which, whatever may h~
their inclination, they may not have the means
of conatxttcting in such a way as the nnture of
the ~ad~our may demand, without taxing them,
seles to.suah an extent as, in a new color, y, ~
n.either desirable nor warrantable,

"That£rom the non-possessionof powers to levv

~e~esforauch ~rks as aforesaid, the colony wiil
again ~indirectly taxed, inasmuch asit may

be reasonably supposed, that in a new colony
many years,must elapse, before the inhabitants
of Boro~g~s~w~ill be able to afford great outlay in[
lighting, surveying, andbuoying their Harbour~,
in such~a way, as will give confidence to the In-
surance Companies of Great Britain and her co-
lonies, d~e consequence of which will be a high
rate of insurance on ships and earga destined to
such ports; whereas, such: dues as aforesaid, if
levied to no greater extent tha:~ might be abso.
lutely necessary to construct and maintain such
works as aforesaid, would be small in comparison
with the sums paid for insurance, in consequence
of their non-erection ; which sums, alth0ugli paid
in a distant country, are ’still a tax upon the
colony, inasmuch as such additional charges must
be placed upon all merchandise arriving in the
colony, as will cover the additional expense paid
for insurance, in consequence of the Harbours
not being p~operly surveyed,, lighted, and buoyed ;
such additional charges being, to all intents and
purposes~ a tax upon all imports and exports,
without being in the smallest degree beneficial ~o
the colony."



"That, whereas, by the 9lh and 12th clauses of
this Ordinance. it is enacted,that every person o|
full age, who shall pay~twenty :shillings for eurob~

ment, shall be entitled a~ a Bur~ss to vote at an
election, whether he shall be a proprietor or ocou-
pL~r of houses or landv,~or not; the undersigned
considers this enactment contrary to the spirit of
the British Constitution, and also without pre,
cedent in the laws of the British colonies ; and

~h~t~ laactmentwi!l, in its practical working,
d productiee ~f effects injurious tothe common-

weal of the’col6~y for the following reasons :.~

"1st. That the non-rate payer is, by this enact-
ment, placed upon an equality ~th the rate payer,"

"2nd. That~he effect of this will be manife.stly
injurious, inasmuch as it will take away the in-
ducement on the part of the labouring classe# to
devate themsdves into a ~c~ien in which, from
their proprietorship of lands or houses, or their
occupaacy.af~be same, they would, becomo~en-
titled to tha fights of Burgesses, when by this
O~dinaace they can purchase that right for a
mere trifle."

"3rd. That the enactment aforesaid, will, in gdl
probability, become a source ot bribery and c0r-
ruption, inasmuch as it may he the cause of iudj-
viduals, .or combinations of persons, contributing
sums of money, tot the purpose of purchasing the
earolment of parties other than rate payem, in
order to secure the election of improper p~sons
to the C~~, tafl~m~ifestde~.~t
of the rate "~pnying portion of the commumty.
That it is well known, that there is a considerable
!~ulcber of ~Rersons in the various settlements of
~dw: ~~ .santo:be-entrusted with
the elective franchise, as fraudulent debtors, run-
away convicts, &c., who have escaped from the
convict colonies, which persons cannot, from the
want of legal evidence, be convicted as such;
gDd that such persons will at all times be ready
to vote at elections for such parties, or combi-
nations of parties, as will pay the price of their
enrolment. That the principle of these enact-
ments is a near approach to universal suffrage in
its most objectionable form. That in a new co-
lony such a principle, or any thing approaching
tQ it, must be highly injurious to the well-being
and" go~ ~td$r of the community, as tending to
Sow the seeds ofcfiscontentand:insubordination,
to establish authority in the outset of the colony,
and to prevent that good~ teeling which does at
present exist, and ought always to exist, between
the higher and lower classes of society."

"That it will have the effect of introducing a
party spirit between the master and employed,
and that by throwing the Corporate offices into
the hands ~f the i~bouring classes, or their nomi-
nees, ~~y ~fthe in~
will be taxed witi~Out merc~,~y=th~Ose-wh6~ contri-
bute but little to the rates, and will themselves
be for ~e mo~t part unrepresented, and ~thus the
sl~irtt ~hd~uterprise whi~h has already been so
strikingly shown in this colony will be clicked in
its progress. Or driven to seine other colony Where
no such obstacles as here present themselves exist.

’,That notwithstan’~hag that, by these enact-
ments, the power of taxation will inevitably be

vested in those personswho contribute least to the =: ~=
Borough rates, an unlimited power of taxation, at
alltimes and to any amount, is conferred upon the
Bodies Corporate ; neither is any limit set to the
amount to be expended in public works, the conse-
quence of which will be, a series of heavy, direct
taxes, highly oppressive in their operation, in as
much as in none of the British Colonies are more
expensive public works (in the harbours particu-
larly), required than in New Zealand. Such power
of unlimited taxation being, also,without precedent
in any of the BritishColonies--the Municipal Cor-
porations of other colonies being strictly limited
both as to the amount of taxation andexpenditure."

~’That by this Ordinance the inhabitants of
Boroughs are directly taxed for the erection of
buildings for the sole use of Government officers ̄
such buildings are also to be immediately erected
in all Boroughs created, or to be created, under
this Ordinance, whether the works necessary to
the prosperity of the Boroughs can be afforded or
not~a positive injustice which can require no
comment."

"That whereas, by this Ordinance, it is not in-
tended that the Mayor of any Borough should be
ex-officio a Magistrate during the continuance of
his office, the undersigned cannot but’look upon
this, first, as an injustice in his not having any
control in those public works a~ aforesaid, which
he, as the chief representative of the c~mmunity
over which-he js ~bosdn to preside, is compelled
to erect tor the use~o’f theOovern~nt ; secondly,
as an insult to an individual who is usually the
chief magistrate o~ the borough--and thirdly, as
a tacit admission on the part of the Government,
that the persons so elected as I~sof BOroughs
will not, under the universal suffrage principle, be
men of sufficient standing in society robe en.
trusted with the Magisterial office."

"That the opinions of the mercantile gentlemen
airing in this Honourable Council have not been
received with due deterenee~ every amendment
te this Ordinance, by them proposed, for further-
ing the commercial interests of the Boroughs to
be created under this Ordinance having been
rejected, and clauses injurious to those interests
retained in their stead, although it must be evi-
dent that these gentlemen, from their exl~rienco
in commercial affairs, must be at least a~ welt
acquainted with the practical working of Ordiaan.
cos of this nature as the official Members of the
Council--lastly, that this Ordinance as it now
stands will be the means of producing great and
general dissatisfaction throughout the colony, as
beinff based upon the principle of unlimited self
taxation, with very limited powers of self govern-
inert; that it will thus operate as an incubus
upon the resources and erie.s of thd colony,
and at the Same tithe tend to lbster a hosti e feel-
ing between the government and the governed,
which will not fail to be highly detrimental to
both parties, and creditable to neither. ’

(Signed) GEORGE BUTLER EARP,
Member of the Legislative Council:"

~’he Colonial Secretary moved that the Council
do now proceed to the Order of the Day.
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(~HURCH EXTENSION BILL.

The Governor remarked, that the " Church
~ter~sion Bill," which he had laid upon the
table at their last sitting, was now printed, and,
as this day was appointed for its first reading, it
would have preference of other business.

The Clerk of Councils observed, that he did
not obtain printed copies in time to send them
round to the private residence of members, pre-
vious to the meeting of Council, but he would
distribute them now.

Copies of the Bill having been passed round
the table,

The Colonial Treasurer said, he could at once
perceive an error in the Analysis, The Bill con-
tained, in addition to the preamble, seven clauses,
only six of which were adverted to, and those not
in consecutive order.

The. Governor observed, that the Bill could
now be read a first time, notwithstanding the
error referred to, and any discussion upon it
would be taken at the second reading.

The " Church Extension Bill," the title of
which is, "A Bill to promote the Building of
"Churches and Chapels, and to provide for the
" maintenance of Ministers of Religion," was then
read a first time.

[We furnish a correct analysis of the Bill, a
practice which we propose to continue in future

~eports, in order that the public may have the ear-
lest information as to the object of each bill, the

first reading being generally merely proforma,
and of course without discussion.]

ANALYSIS.
lI. BOILDINO Or CHURCHES AND CHAPELS.

]. Amount In be advanced from Colonial Treasury.
2. "rruslees to be appointed.
3. Site, &c. of Church, &c., to be conveyed to Trustees.
4. Free seats to be set apart.

MINISTERS’ STIPENDS.

5. Rate of Stipends.
6. Stipend may be granted when there is no Church.
7. Whole amount to be issued limited.

POLICE MAGISTRATES’ BILL.

The Attorney-General.--I now move, in ac-
cordance with the Orders of the day, the third
reading of the "PoL;ce Magistrates’ Bill." It is
entitled, ’ A Bill for extending the powers of
Police Mug!strafes; and, although very short
(ccntaining only nine clauses), it is one of very
great importance to the community at large.

]i may be allowed te explain, briefly, its three
leading features. The three first clauses are
framed in accordance with the recommendations
in a report of the Commissioners in England, ap-
pointed to inquire into the operation of criminal
law. These three clauses are for the benefit of
the subject ; thes’ enact, that certain cases may
be dealt with summarily, including thoseih which
the prisoner makes confession; and also, that
trivial cases, which the Police Magistrate mawr
deem to be unfit for prosecution, shall be dis:
missed. It must be obvious to all, that the 10ng
period which too frequently elapses between the
committal of an accused person, and the time of
trial, is frequently a grievous w~rong; inflicting~.
in many cases, a longer imprisonment than what
is deemed adequate to the offence on sentence
being passed. Long lapses of time between com-
mittal and conviction of prisoners, also tends to
the contamination of the accused, even in the best
regulated gaols of England, for want of classifica-
tion. And, if such be the ease there, how much
greater must be the evil iu a new colony like New
Zealand, where scarcely any facilities of classifi-
cation exist, either before or after trial ? The se-
con.d great object of the bill is, to prevent, as far
as is possible, erroneous convictions and decisions
by the Police Magistrate. The Police Magis-
trate is a paid officer, and the public have a right
to expect that the gentlemen who fill that im-
portant pest, shall be fully competent to the satis-
factory performance of their duties. The third
leading feature of the hill is, to take away from
the Attorney-General the power by which he is
now constrained to act, in his single person, la
the capacity of a Grand Jury. I am convinced
that it will, on all occasionS, be much mdre sat|s-
factory to the party accused, and much more
favourable to his future credit and character, that
he should be liberated on the open acquittal of a
jury of his country, rather than obtain his libera-
tion by the private decision of a paid officer of
the crown.

The Colonial Treasurer seconded the motion :
and the bill was read a third time and pagsed.~
The Ordinance will come into operation on the
third day of March, 1842.

SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS’ BILL.
The Attorney General. --The next notice on the

Orders of the Day is " The Summary Proceed-
ings’ Bill;" the title of which is " A Bill to regu-
late Summary Proceedings before Justices of the

When the measure was last under the considera- Peace ;" the third reading of which I now move,
tion of Council, 1 deemed it an eseential duty to ]The objects of the bill may be briefly explained.
make a few observations upon it, explanatory of] In England, various forms, in different parts of
its nature, and the benefits it is calculated to con- | the country, are used, with regard tothe "deserip-
fer, m awarding, m some cases, speedy justtee. ] tmn of offences commRted ; the form of conwc-
I was desirous, in making those observations, | tion, and the form of notice. But in New Zea-
first they shou~ go forth to the public, being |land. a new colony, the ,judicial institutions of
anxious at all times, that the fullest publiCity whiehare only now being formed, anoppor~llnity
should be given to the proceedings of this Coun-
ci!, and that the earliest expianattons should be
afforded of the nature and objects of all bills
brought nnder our consideration. It now ap-
pears that no reporter was then present ; at least
no report of our proeeedlngs has been published,
On the present occasion, I shall not repeat the
~rguments I then urged in favour of the bitl ; but

occurs of avoiding the evils of the old system, and
adopting one uniform practice. The object of
the bill then is, to describe only one general form,
and lay down one uniform rule, for the guidance
of Magistrates resident in the various settlements
of the Colony, both as regards the description of
offences, the form of, conviction, and the form of
notice.



-q~ik ~lo~d~q~eu~r, seeoaded~the~ motion, |
~tm .,,~Smnlna~y+~oeeeding~ Biil~ lmnnw/

Th4~Bi~r~h..iaeom4in~y** retK]:# mtm m~t

the ~" ~tt~.’ ~s .qmbstitut~,.. ~or the woro t

~eelat4w When,. Mba~l Corpor~tiO,n# were
~stli~iebed’~:~l~e l~|~bjeetionsmight.be tnken
t~lm ~otdm" offering:’ but .~e~ word" m~ttor~.

-Wil~lmb’~ ~ ,the .~ll-passeo
w~lmnt~’~r dLe~entieat~’+voi~,---Ordinanee~ t~ come,
in~. i~Teti~ on ~the firet:.d*yef Math, 1842.
EEPOR~ "01~’~.~ IL: PROCREDINGS"

ad~Veae’~r~’t~ ~l~st sitflt~’ of Coune~r~ 0n~he~
m’~"~:0~.,’~q~:,:’~ qqT~te the ~C~erk~ of~’the~

eh~ ’be/rej~orted’under’the ~uthclrzt~ t~l~ ~e

broee~t~der.ourinoti~ it ~vas,sdmiu~~by atr

ii.ty:t~plo’~ ~¢ ~:tCp~t¢er~ Rtz" h fa~t that

Wa~ ~it’~th~:,;"m~der’ th~sd cir~.Omstatees, ~the
~~.~f. ~,~t~ .~ ~’-t~l~It~: i s the

i 11 WRh r’e ard t~51h~"et~ a~. ~t ~t- ~ dom-~.Y.. ............ g. ........

~ne as~)~o.:ti~! a~0~n~tidf ~Ut~ra~n~ ,iba’~ ’~ght
/o’~’f~ySu~.::" i~kine: t~i~t the i~sbn’:’~hO’takeS
t~e’~rt~ :*~]lL~ ob~taih :~ufltcl~’ t~n~uneratio~
from their sale, when publ!s, hed.. .....

taken:" Thi~ a~e~|~,~e~ us~le~::~’3~"~~. ~t.e.
want ist not only for our~oWn safl’~f~t|6~a~ ~but to~
the i~io~t;~n’d’~:-~’i~’~)z~ ;~i~e;"thstfli’~ ~;~httTem4~mt:~, ~btlelty

.- , h "au oppo,
tun[to. Of kt~owit~ ~heit :sentiment;" trod-what’ [
~6"~:i]slF~ ’~ ~iik~ ik’tO*e done with, the~ v eport~
Whe~iE~n~,f~ I~l’oi~ti~ :or in- what drape, ere they tO
be lJub]isti~l ~u,Wilf the-Oouneil~ lmve ~the reports

]Si-infed, ~ind sO~b~,~ei l~e_porte.r y’" ¯ .Whateve.r
]il~’n~~ U~ ~do~t~d to’;effect thin. onjectL It m
ess-enti~[. ;that ~th6 entire’commugitT snouia De

i~, been ~ery. ineorrtetly repo~ted.- The notieet
in tl~e)"’~+~tC,::~have’ ~equmt~,,been ver~,
]5~i~f:" ~’ A ~O~U,.~IZf ~onse~ex~ei,obtain,e~

GoTv~)~ent has b~etvdnireus~qpp~smg, tun

newspaper has only inserted what the GavCr~

ment thqeg~tproper. Wi~ regard to this" inju-
ious rumotU~,At is neeesS~t~’that the public mind
hi~|d be di~ahu~eff.’~. . , ~ -
",~he ~vernor.--lt has %~e~ decided" wit’hotlt
::’c]sss~ti~n~l v0ide;’ that:~ a’ c0m~et~tit ~6~’
ito~id ~oe~en~aged tffi’ep~rt o~lt pr~e~edib~*:; b~it’
* is j~stlyiOBServed~by~l~ A~0r~ey,G~ner~f,~Y
~muget~mt :ha~ bee~ triadS:t6 ha~e,the ’ re~J~ts
i t~inted’~rl~ eirciiLated ; a- matt~ef whibh"is Of the~
iighest impedance to the pOblie at large. I have
~6~fOte me’the copy of a Mi~tite pas~ed bythe
Trusteet of the Auckland PrhitinW Cgln~iany,’ t~

the remuneration of any person WhO may~’ "a~z:
po{~ated~to report ou# predeedh~gs~ even’khhough
the~: n~ay. hMe correcf report~ furnished to them
fo~inseh|ea. Now, theyhave’ u pedei:tright te,
~ tl~eir;owfi: dls~etion on the sebject;~" ati’d the~e
wight, oj~the day preceeding, their paMieation be

lp’n~g, deba~e,’a rep0rt of Wlixeh it wodld",~ no~ be
~0i~v~njen~ ’fo~ them tb fnsert’.
’" ~tt~DLeiidon.mOpe: evil has, hithert0, been,
that the penon~ who attended’ocea~on~lly te’
lake reportS of’our prveeekUngs Were irt’e~ponsi’ble
ta the Council ; but’,:’Shouid ~a paid reporter com.
mit an error, he/Wolf|if be~ball~d’ upon to correct
itin ih~ next pub|iva~on. .

The; Colonial’ Secretary.~An observation’ haY=
ing been made (by Mr. F~rp) at the iastmeeting
6~ Council, when there Wasno reporteP present,’
L~ the ~tTe¢t that a rumoer was current of a desire~
on t~ Vart of ’Government te suppress :a full=re-

tunity should be giver/to the Trbstees of th~
Newspaper and Printing Company, to contradict
such,~o~o~t. So far from there havi~ existed
an# deeiie ’to suppres~ our pro~dl~:’an’~mx-
iety has ever been evinced that ~1 our, debates
shouhtg~forth to the public fuliy und fairly.

Mr. Earp then moved that a Committee he
formed, to take into consideration the best means~
of giving publicity to the reports of Council

The-,Attorney~nemi "seconded the motion,
which was carried unanimously.

His.Exdelleucy :the’ G~vernor then appointed
t]~ e fgll~wjng .gentkeme4x to form such Com-
initt~e :---. _
:~ +i Th & ~A"tto~r hey -Gen’eral,

Mr.,Egrp,
~/i r, Clendon.

LAND (~LAItVi$’: BILL.
.~ Mr. Clendon.-(addressing himself to’ the Go-
~ernor} said; |wish to ask your Excellency whe-
ther any instructions, additional to those already
made public, have been received from the Home
Government on the subject of’ the Laud Claims

The Governor.--The last instruction I have
Onto .,the Secretary of StaX9, has ~ Ilk#de imbl~e;

L.~ that,~e,Wlle t~ which~the ~ew Zealand
Company will be subject, shall be applied to all
other ,persons, with respect to the Land claimed
bY them. Tb~ rule is, in substauoe, that, on
retrain ooaditions, each successful claimant shall
t~entitled to a grant of .land, in districts speci-
~d’iu the Bill/of four.times as, many acres as he
~all~have expended pounds ~terliug in the pur-
ehas~, tbereo’,
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Mr. Earp.--Would it be possible for the Mere- 1

bets of Council to have access to the first set ofI
Parliamentary Papers on this very important
subject ?

Mr. Clendon.--It is desirable also, that copies
of the Marquis of Normanhy’s instructions, when
Secretary for the Colonies, should be available
previous to the future discussion on the Land
Claims’ Bill.

The Governor--The Marquis of Normanby’s
instructions can be had ; and the first set of Par-
liamentary Papers, I rather think, also ; but of
this ! am not positive.--I am exceedingly de-
sirous to put the Council in possession of every
official document, not only in relation to the
Land Claims, but on every other subject. Such
papers and eopies of instructions, as are in my
possession, shall be laid on the table.

THE KORORARIKA PETITION.
Mr. ClendonmI had the honor, at tile last

sitting of Council, to present a petition from
numerous Land Claimants at Kororarika, and
which petition was, _pro forma, laid on the table.
I am desirous that the petition should he now
read at length, in order that members may be
prepared for its discussion, previous to the second
reading of the Land Claims’ Bill, on Tuesday
next.

The Attorney Oeneral.~I presume the petition
r~ ferred to is the one of which a full copy appeared
in the last humor of the Auckland Herald.

Mr. Clendon.--It is.
The Attorney General..--Then all tile members

have an opportunity of making themselves fully
acquainted with it, without reading the entire
d Jcument now.

The Governor.raThe only objection I make to
the document is, that it is not written in that
respectful style which is necessary with regard to
petitioners addressing a Legislative Assembly,
Under all the circumstances, however, I shall not
oppose a motion for the petition to be taken into
consideration.

Mr. Earp.~As the petition hag been entrusted
for presentation to the Hen. Member opposite
(Mr. Clendon), I would suggest that he should
render it less objectionable by erasing or alter-
ing the obnoxious passages.

The Governor.~The course suggested cannot
be adopted. The petition must be received or
rejected in its original shape.

Mr. Earp.--In its original form it cannot be
received, unless the Council compromises its own
dignity.

5Jr. Clendon--the petition, no doubt, was
written under feelings ot strong excitement, and
may not be worded in terms very smooth or cour-
teous ; but I submit that it ought, nevertheless,
to be taken into consideration.

The Governor~I have already observed that
the petition is couched in language which ought
not to be addressed to a Legislative Assembly ;
and, if the petitioners were in this immediate
settlement, where an opportunity would be afford-
ed them to re-model the document, I should say
that we ought to reject it. Unfortunately,
however, they are far distant, so that we cannot
allow the question to stand over lor so long a

period as would transpire before the necouary
communication could be made. More mischid
would therefore, in my opinion, be created by
rejecting the petition than receivin~ i~ .butI
think it proper that the parties should, at the
same time, receive an intimation that this Council
disapproves of the spirit in which the petition is
drawn up .............

’l’he Colonial Seeretary~It is for Mr. Clendon,
who presented the petition, to make such motion
on the subject as he may think proper.

Mr. Clendon~Then I" will move that the peti-
tion be read at length, and taken into considera-
tion, previous to the second reading of the Land
Claims’ Bill, on Tuesday next .......

The Governor--Does any Member secon_d
that motion ?

The Attorney-General (after a short pause)
~aid, I do not know whether, eventually, I mawr
vote for the adoption of the p~titlotl, billr, "I" am
at all times anxious to promote freedom of dfseug:
sion. If the petition is so exceptionable as; after
being fully discussed, to cause its rejection, the
erring parties will be more effectually ptmislied
by giving it publicity, than if we refused t6’ re-
ceive it. If, on the other hand, the petffit~n is
~ventually received, no~ har~ can have ae’~r~6d
from its diseussion.--Iwill, therefore, with great
pleasure, second the motion Of Mr. Clendon.

The Governor fl~en subtn~t~d~the~’moti0n to
the Council, which passed unanimously.

This dosed the business of the day, and thd
Council adjourned to Tuesday next, the 25#h
instant;

Tu~svAY, JaNVARY 25, 1842.
The Council met this day, pursuant to adjourn.

merit.
Present--All. the Members ; .His E~cellenoy

the Governor in the chair.
The Mmutes of the last Council were read and

confirmed.
¯ Mr. Porter presented two petitions "from pro-

prietors of, and claimants to, land in New Zea-
land." The first of these petitions, (the Hen.
Member observed,) prayed that the second read-
ing of the Land Clatms Bdl. fixed for this day,
may be postponed for at least ten days." The
second petition set forth the opinions of tl~e petiS
tioners on the bill. There is nothing 0bjeeti0nable
in either petition; and both are expressed in
courteous language. With the sentiments eon~
veyed in the second petition, on the subject of the
bill gerierally; as it nosy comes before the Council
for a second reading, I most cordially coineide.-,-
It expresses, in Fact, my own’ sentinmn~son this
important question, in much better language than
I could employ ; and I now move that both peti-
tion be read.

The Governor (after looking, over.the Second
petition) said :--We are given to understand that
this petition contains sentiments with which the
Hen. Member, who presented it, entirely coin-
cides.--Now, it must be obvious that, previous
to any Hen. Member committing himself to a
particular hue of conduct in the subsequent stages
of this important bill, that he should hear a dis-
cussion upon it, and be put fully in possession of



\

the real views and, ilite~tiglas ofGo~ernme~ with ]meat ba~ had a fair oportuulty of expl~inm~ ,ts
regard to it, on ~hieh .lliere aplmars "to h&ve ] vie~s and intentions.-

appointed for thia day; made during a debate, and alterations adopted.

readin

In-

habitant of New Zea!aud~ ar~. to its future pros-
perity as a Colony~ that I would avoid not only
any premature decmtonupon it, but also, ff pos-
lil~le, any premature expi~ssion ofgMe~ided Qpin-
ion. I am of opinion that, if the second pe~itian
be read nOW, th~ Hun. Member’ (Mr. Porter)
would find it a very hard~matter, however desir-
able ,it: may afterwards .appear, teget ¯Over his
avowal in support of the sentiments it contains.
I think that the, second petition, having.been r.e-
ceived~should, in.the pr, sent stage of’ our pro-.
ceedi~gs~ bed~uffereal to lay on the:~able. "

Mr.P6~ter.:-;Th~ ~titton is, tllt ot~ethet, on the
merits of’this’bill: .My m’6tion i’s,~[~ai: buch peti2
tibn be now read;’but, ifthe Go~Ver!ame~t has
something ]opr6~e tha{ will alfer’ the character
of tl~i~*bilf, tha~ r~’dy :form a ground of objection
to t helpe!itibn’be!ng read now. .......
¯ ThOGove’rnor.-kNa; not any eeser~tial altera-
tion inprinciple ; ~bui only that tbe objects of the
b.i~ m’a~ be p acre ¢!ear!y .elucida,t.~.~md erro.ueous

Mr, Earp.~l do not exaetly*ilnd~r~l~nd:th,
observation of his Exeellengy the Governor, that
the petition ~hould not be read until tl~eA~t hot~r,~
or on d~e eve of t.i~; di~n~ioa o~ ~th~ bjU,

The Governor.~The .Hon. Member (Mr. Por-
ter} has distinctly said;that the~petition.embodies.
his own sentiments,inm0chbetter.language than’
he could employ.":This petition may, therefore,
be c6nsi’dere] aehie ~peech. Let-Hon. Members
give’ an ind~pend~nti, ote by all meanj~; but: it is. I
very des~able th ~age, the~l eh~ulff not be irrevocably ]
pled=ed one way or the other, unttl the.Govern-

i~hichjnduced me to change my mind.

’~ The Governor. -The motion before the Council
that certain petitions, laid on the table this

be now read. It is unnecessary to dis-
cuss this motion farther at present, as another
petition on the same subject, ordered at our last
meeting to be read, must have precedence.

The Colonial Secretary then moved the Order
of:theDay, that the petition presented by Mr.
c!end0n, from certain inhabitants of Kororarika,
be now read.

TheC|¢rk of Council having read the petition, -
Mr. Clendon begged to make a remark.

The Oovernor.~It is desirable to refrain from
sheh’ol~servati0n as may provoke a diseussmn on
the principle of the bill, in the present stage of
our proceedings.

merel’ wisE. to observe that
the petitionare those

.~ ~ettlers, and owners of land purchased
rum the natives. They have all had much ex-

perience,in the Colony ;--some having been resi-
of from ten to twenty years, and

ihew opinions are entitled to the serious
Council. To those opinionsit

~ necessary that the fullest attention should be
gi~ca;-~--and I nowmove that the petitioa be
printed.

Mr,. Earp.,-I most cordially second the motion,
but begto observe at the same time, that there
are aeveml p~rtions of the petition with which I
cannot.coincide. It contains, however, much
valuable information, and although I do not pledge
myself to carry oat its views, I yet think it should
be widely disseminated.

The Governor.~I do pot think that it is expe-
dient to publish a long petition already in print,
The finaneesof the Colony are extremely low,
and as every Member has had an opportunity of
perusing it in the newspaper, through which me-
diura it~laas obtained a much wider ~ cirettlatiou
than We could give it, there seems to be no suffi-
eient necessity for having the petition printed.

The Governor then put the motion to the vote,
~hen.ther¢ were ~

Ayes~Mr, Clendon
Mr. ~arp
Mr. Porter.

Nces--His Excellency the Governor
The Colonial Secretary
The Attorney General
The Colonial Treasurer.



The Colonial Seeretary.--I beg to explain that
I should not have voted against the motion, had
not the petition been printed already, and widel’
circulated.

Mr. Earp.--The petition has not been widely
circulated in the southern part of the Colony.

The Governor.--The question has been de-
cided, and a discussion upon it now is out of
order.

Mr. Earp.-I merely made the remark aftel
the Colonial Secretary" had explained, and who
also spoke after the decision.

The Governor.--The observations on both sides
were, no doubt, a little irregular.

Mr. Porter.-- I believe I am now in order, in
moving that both the petitions, on which we have
already had some discussion this morning, be now
read.

Mr. Earp seconded the motion.
The Governor.--I have already expressed my

acquiescence in the reading of those petitions, On
one simple condition, and the object of that is. to
prevent a one-sided statement from going forth to
the public. One long petition against the Bill
has been already read, and it is now proposed to
read a second. The latter document, it has been
declared, contains the sentiments of the presenter,
who is a most influenial member of’ this Council.
What I propose, then, on behalf of Government is,
that the Bill be read a second time, with an ex-
planatory statement of its real meaning and our-
port ; then, that both petitions be reed, and that
the further consideration of the Bill be adjourned.
Thus, the views of Government, with respect to
the measure would be no longer misapprehended,
and the Members of Council, having a week for
deliberation, would, in the words of the peti-
tioners, be prepared for the discussion " alter
mature and serious consideration."

Mr. Porter.--I do not see any material objec-
tion to the course suggested by His Excellency.

Mr. Earp.wBut I object to such a course on
two gtounds-:-2First, because it would be in viola-
tion of one of our standing orders ; and secondly,
because the Bill itself ought to express the opi-
nions of government without any explanation.

The Governor. - If the title, by an unanimous
decision, canttot stop at tile point which I prop?se,
I do not feel disposed to press the suggestmn,
even although there be only one dissentient. One
petition (that from Kororarika) was evidently
written before the details of the Biil were known,
and merely after reading the speech delivered on
the opening of Council. I do therefore repeat,
it is only fair that government should have an
opportunity of being heard, through one of its in-
fluential me~’nbers--the land claimants, and others,
having also a hearing through their petitions.

Mr. Earp.--To give the government an expres-
sion of opinion on a Bill, without affording an
opportunity of reply, is a procedure to which I
never will consent.

Mr. Porter.--I do not exactly coincide with
my honourable friend on this occasion. I am
anxious to promote a settlement of the question
by the passing of the Bill, and do not object to
the eourse proposed by His Excellency.

Mr. Earp.--I am also desirous of seeing a

bill passed; but am by no means anxious for
the passing of the Government Bill, on the
table .........

.The Governor.--The leading objects of the
Bill are very accurately traced in print. ]he only
object is to arrive at the truth, and ascertain the
correct state of public feeling. The Bill is not a
mere .gavernment measure:; I utterly repudiate
the term., There is no intention, m any quarter,
to,prevent the fullest and freest discussion. On
the contrary, we court inquiry and information ;
only it is necessary thatboth sides should be fairly
heard. The Bill, at afuture meeting, will be, read
a ~econd time, when its piinciple will be fully de-
bated ; and when the Bill is in Committee, any
member of Council will have ample opportunity
of discussing its various clauses in detail, There
exists no intention of h~tening the:measUre, or
smuggling it through the Council. AII I real~y
want.to know is, what will be for the~general
good of the colony, taking it as a whole, and
legislating for all the settlers, with a desire for
their permanent prosperity. With this view, I
am desirous of becoming acquainted with the
wishes of all the colonists ....

Mr. Earp.--It is imp6ssible to do so; and this
forms one of my objections to thecourse now pro-
posed. I object to facility being given to one
part of the community, of which another portion
cannot avail themselves. The largest community
of settlers is at Port Nicholson, all of whom have
a deep stake in this question. Their interests
are as vitally affected by it, indirectly, as "are
directly those of residents in other parts of the
colony. There can be no objection to the petition
being read, and the Attorney-General’s statement
would be quite in time, previous to the discussion
at our next meeting,

The Go[onial Seeretary~ueh a coure would
be inconvenient. The second petition conveys
the sentiments of the hon. member who presented
it ; and, as there seems to be an objection to hear
the sentiments of a member of government on
the Other side, I now propose, as an amendment,
"that. the Second petition be not read until the
second reading of "the Land Claims’BiU" shall
come on for discussion." The desire of ~overn-
ment, with regard to this Bill, ~s to carry into
effect, as far as is practicable, the wishes of the
colonists themselves, and to obtain, if possible,
their sanction and support to oar proceedings.
Government is aware that, without such support,
or at least the approval of a majority of the eom-
inanity, any measure that might be passed wnuld
not be successful. It is a measure which govern-
ment has Very much at heart, and it is:~careely
fair to give publicity to strong petitions against it,
without affording, at the same time, an opportu-
nity to them of fully explaining their wishes and
intentions.

The Colonial Treasurer seconded the amend-
meat. The suggestion of the Governor was so
reasonable, that he was surprised there should be
any opposition to it.

Mr. Earp~The very thing Government requires
is within your power. Why cannot the Attorney-
General enter into his statement or explanation
now, witlmut reading the hill a second time ?



¯ That would take aw~ one+of my objections, by
preventing tl~/resolution of" a ~tandi’ng order.
The effect would be precisely the same as it ~the
ebu~se ~com mendet2~b~’ the G~verno~waS adolited.
I believe the Government is actuated by the best
intentions in introducing" thismeasure. Different
feelings may be entertained out of doors, bull

There:is natb|ag+O:~m,t ~Ad+rney-Oenerai
frbm making’his statement ,n~, ,fi~d ~ that-+will
,give him an advantage, as there will be no reply.

The Attorney-General--I do not know why so
frequent +allusion ~shonld be made to me ; but l
wilt:tell tl/e’hmr.~memher that I’ decline ,avOWing
m~sdf 0fany :advantage whatever.+ I wilF not
put myself in a position to stifike,+-Without giving
oppOaents an opportunity of returning the blow.
I shall not, therefore, enter ulmn amy explanatmn

,’rl~: @0ron~l 8eci’etary --ha+the present temper
of"the Counci|, I! think the: ~ttorney-Generat’s
"decision is a prudential one. N0 member of
government would avail himself of any advan-
tage, nor is it their" wish to-press the measure
unfairly. They are certainly anxious to settle
this great question; but, 1 repeat, they arefully
confident.no ocdinanee can be effective, unless it
is satisfactory to the inhabitants, or at leastgene-
rally,+sO.+:-.~,+ .: c . -+++: ............

Mr. E~The w~¢l ’"ten~ef’has been used,
and I wish to ask the hen. member on which side’
has any want of" temper" been exhibited ?

in at~ o~eufivesensei;-~-itwa~called forth by an
observation of the hen. member, respecting the
motives ofgowernment. ~ ¯

~Mr. Poxter--I have certainly not heard one
word from any member Of this Council that could
becoastrtted into an imputation of the objects or
+atentiona. +of.,Government. For myself, I: give
them credit for having acted from the purest of
motives.

Mr. Earp rose, but gave way to--
Tim Governor, who said--It is my duty, sitting

in this chair, .to act as umpire. I have a perfect
rl~!lteetion,~Jaat the hon. member (Mr. Earp),
in expressing hi~ own ophaiaas as+to t~e+ motives
of government, said, differ~it feelings might be
entertained sut of doors, but he distinctly dis-
avowed them on his own part.

The Colonial Seeretary--I must have misun-
derstood the hon. gentleman ; but 1 can see no
reason why, in our discussions, any distinction
should be drawn between officers of the govern-
m~.nt and other members.

T.~tj~. ~t+.~a~ th~n+ put, when there ap-
1~eared : ..... ~+ +: : <+ ++ .......~ °°~ ++ +=++,+~+~"

Ayes--The Governor,
The Colonial Secretary.
The Attorney-General,
The Colonial.Treasurer.

Noes--Mr. Porter,
Mr. Clendon~
Mr. Earp.

The first petition was then read. It prayed that
the Second Reading of the Land Claims" Bill
might he, drift, fred "for ten days or more," and
that it should not be passed into a law without

"mature and seiions consideration." [To this
document was appendedtwenty sighatares.]

Mr.: Porter moved "that the petition’be printed.
M r. Earp seconded the motion.
The Colonial Treasurer could not sea that. any

benefit would be derived from printing the peti-
tion, and he should, therefore, oppose the motion.
~+ :The, Governor obserced, tha~ die petit:ion Was
very short, and had not, like the one previously
re~d, been in~ePted?in-’the’new~p~per~. ’+

The motion was then put to the vote, when
there appeared--

Ayes--The Governor,
The Colonial Secretary,
Mr. Earp,
Mr. Porter,
Mr.’Ciendon; +

Noes--The Colonial Treasurer,
The Attorney-General.

Mr. Clendon presented a+ petition from " the
Female +European Inhabitants in the Northern
part of New Zealand."

The petition having been received, the Hon.
Member moved that it be printed.

The Governor said--The question of printing
the petition requires some consideration. I know
many ot the parties whose names are appended
to this document. No man (His Excellency added
in ~, good humoured strain), can be+more reluctant
than myself to treat any .portion-~ of the female
pc pulation with apparent discourtesy ; but it is
clearly out of their province to interfere in ques-
lions of this nature ; and,.aftcr all, it js but" an
echo of the sentimenta-e~pr~ in the other
petition from their husbands, fathers, and brothers

The motion was not seconded, and the petffioD.
was laid on the table.

On the motion of the Colonial Secretary,
seconded by the Colonial Treasurer, the second
readin~ eft tim Land Claims" Bill was postponed
to Tuesday; but subsequently, cults being men-
tinned that the~sale of Government Lands was
fixed for that day, it was ordered, that the second
reading be fixed for Monday, the 31st January,

On the mutton ~f the ~otonial Secretary,
seconded by the Attorney General~ it.~zasordered,
that the " Church Extension ~ill ’ b~ read a
second time onFriday the+28th JanUary.

The Governor laii~on thLe’tabl;e ,’The ’Licensing
Bill," which was ordered to be rea~l a first ti~e on
Friday, the 28th January.

THE ESTIMATES.
In reply to questions from Mr. Earp and Mr.

Porter,
The Governor said~The documents relating to

the expenses inemved + ia,"Byam~y~ oa,~o~:nt or"
this eolon~, h~ad not yet been received, but the best
possible estimates should be made out without

’ them, and without loss of time.
The Colonial Treasurer added that the~ knew

what amount had been expended under each head,
bat were anxious to obtain the details.

The Governor observed thattlfts Government
had exercised but little control over a great pert
of the expense, and were, consequently, only res-
ponsible for a portion of the amount.

The Colonial Secretary--That an inconvenience
arose in making out the accounts, from the cir.



cumstance ot several of the public offices being
only iu course of erection. This was the case
with the Colonial Treasury, nud re.~erence cou~d
~et he ~etoJ~he ~ pf that department so
~adi/y.~ ~oaid otl~wise have been the case.
’l’hA~Wmaates decrial, however, be prepared as
aoen as possible.

The Governor suggested that it would be a
good plan to forward to England for approval,
and re~.~ortg in th~ proper quarter, the same e sti-
metes [’or 1.843 as for 1~42. The only diffel:e~ce
would be, to ~ake a larger Contiogent Accounb
so as to provide.for any ease of increased estab.
lishment.

The Council was then adjourned to Friday, the
28th January.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28ra, 184"2.

Pxescnt.--~Iis 1~cellency the Governor
The Colonial Secretary
The Attorney’General
The Colonial Treasurer
Mr. Earp.

Absent - Mr. Clendou
Mr. Porter.

After the usual routine business--
Mr. Earp said, he had the honour to present

tile report of the Publication Committee (con-
sisting of himself, the AttOrney-General, and
Mr. Clendon), to whom it had been referred to
take into conside:ation the best means of giving
publicity to the proceedings of Council, It was
not necessary to enter upon any explanation of
the subjecb as the rules adopted by the Com.
mittee were few and simple, and, in his opinion,
admirably adopted to e.ffe~trthe object intended.
The Honourable Member then presented the
report, which was received.

On the motion of the Colonial Secretary, se-
conded by the Attorney-General, the Report was
read b~Y lh0 Clerk of Councils. To show the
dsmre of the Council to have their debates hie y
given to the public, wefurnish an analysis of the
documelat :~

it recommends. 1st. That a competent Reporter
be engaged, at,the Charge of the government.
Secondly/ That the debates be published as a

supplement to theGovsrnm~nt Gazette. Thirdly,
That any Member may revise the report before
publicatmn ; so far as affects any thin~ which
he may be reported to have said in -the Council,
Fourthly, That a thir copy of the report shall lie
at the office of the Clerk of Councils on -the .day
following the debates; and shall remain there
for one day at least, before publication. Fifthly,
That should the report be found in any way in-
correct, it ~shall be competent for any M~mber of
the Council; so far as regards himself, to order
such error to he et}ri’eeted in .the next publication
of the debates. The following rule defines the
duties, and emhodie~ the instructions of Council~
to.the Reporter;.-- That he punctually attend
the mfetings of the;Council---thet he faithfully
report the proceedings of the Council~that he
prepare the same for the press~and that he cor-
rect the proof sheets thereof."

The Colonial Secretary suggested that, as there
~,as a Messenger of. the C~..ugcil, it w~uk] be

better that he should wait upon each Member
with the ReporL rather than that, according to
the sqgges:tion i~ the f09rth rule of the Co~mit-
tee, the docunmn(~hou[d lie at the office of the
Clgrk Of Co~nvil.s.

The Attorney General thougl~t, that the plan
laid down in the report Was the ’beSt that could
be adopted. The suggestion of his Hun. friend
the Colonial Secretary would lead to very serious
inconvenience. S~pp~se the Messenger came to

from ~orae, i t migllt remain there for nearly a
day before he would have an opportunity ot re-
vising it. The same might occur w~th other Hun.
Members ; so that, if the report was to be taken
round to the houses o[ /-!on. Members, several
days might elapse before it could be sent to the
printer.

The Govern0r.---By all means let the report
be left at any one given place, where every Mem-
ber may have access tO it ....

The Colonial Secreta~..--I do not press my
suggestion. All I want ts, that the best plan
may be,carried into =effect. of giving Hun. Mem-
bers an opportunity, in the way most convenient
to all, of revising the reports.

The Gpvernor.~C0n any eligible ~plan be de-
vised by which those reports Can be sold ?

The Colonial Se~tary,_~-~It is recommended,
as tile most efficient medium of giving ~publieity
to the debates, that they be published, fi, om time
to t4meras a Supplement to the G~werame~t Ca-
eette; but the Gazette is not sold for the benefit
of Government.

The Governor.--Aitl~ougb the reports of Coun.
ell have not been taken friJm the first commence.
ment of our sittings, yet they have begun at a
time when a knowledge of our deliberations are
most important to the community. One measure
of considerable:interest (the Mmficipai Corpora-
tions’ Act), has been passed ; but the reports will
embrace all the most important discussions on
the Land Claims’ Bill ; and for future’reference,
as a sort of Parliamentary Record within this
Colony, the reports will, when collected, at some
htnre period, be almost invaluable.

The Attorney General.raThe main object i s, to
make th%reports ndt only as cheap/b~t as acees.
sible as po,s~ible ; and further, to" give "them the
widestdistribution within the means of the Coun-
cil. For this purpose, I think tile official Gazette
is a very good medium ; for I presa~e.’that in
this, as in other colonies, copies of it are seat to
m~istrates, so that, wherever there is a Bench,
acopy of tile reports of oar debates will obtaia
circulation.

The :Governor.~Hitherto several oGle[el an-
, .maacemcuts have b~en ,p,u~!is~.,ed ias ~,t~Rp~eqis
to~ba~C~tte; sach as, in one or two eases.
Notices of Land Claims, and other matters of in-
.rest, all of ~’hich have he¢n ~C~ha~rged by the
,printer in the .s~,me ,way as the.G~e/.~ :itself,
.w.hich was .taken by contract.in ~y, dney~a.tow~a
w!~e~e th~e are m~ny prin,tiqg-q~.qe~,and.gpn.
sequentjy ~p pppprtunity afforded ol’:.muol~cp~-
petitiona2--r and the prices, i b etie~;e, are f, air ~t~d
rea=soaa~!¢.

The Colonial Seeretar~.---pgrh~ps :the h~at



course t0be pursued is, to leave the Government have raised not lessthan £300; by private and
to make the beet arrangement they can with the voluntary contributions, towards the erection of~
printer ; the Supplements having, hitherto, been church or chapel. Then, a sum equal to the
charged the same price per sheet as the Gazette. amount so raised, not to exceed £1000. may be

The Attorney GenerM.~As the object is to granted by government, but no such =a~d can be
publish~ aeurately, what each Member says, so afforded until trustees, subject to the approval of
that the’public may be presented wit~i the senti- His Excellency the Governor, shall have been up-
merits, of each speaker in the words ih which, they pointed, and in w]iom the property inthe., building
are conveyed, the Reporter should be given to shallvest. As to the second |ending featurein
understand, that he is not to make speeches for theJISj~under the bead of Ministersr~tilferid~, no
~t~s,:~qt~ ~ to restrtcg~l~f[~s ~o’ th~ I assurance shall be granted from. the ~ Trea-
furnishing of a correct i’~p0rt i "with0/it filling in ]~sury, unless "upon the writt6n~app!ie’ation and
those lights and ~hadows wlth which many short- Ideelaration~ of 100 adult’~ worsl~i~peis, in any
hand writers are in the habit of embel!ishing their ] church or chapel, when Government may grai~t
labours¯ a sum not exceeding £100 per annum ;-~if 200

The Governoi.wI know it is impossible to re-
port, literaiiyl what a speaker says. If the report
be faithful as to the n3atter, and spirit, of what~

transpires, it is sufficient. It is unnecessary to
¯ report those repetitionary sentences which always

dQ, and ever w~ occur in debate. ’
T[t~.Aitomey Generai,--AIl I want is, that the

reporter refrains from waking speeches fbr Mem-
bers, which would destroy one main object we
have in view. I now move, that "the Report of
the Publication Committee be printed.

The motion was seconded, and carried unani-
.m#usly.

CHURCH EXTENSION BILL.
.,~ :q’beColonial Secretary moved the Order of the
day’.for’the’seeeml reading efyt~ ’# Church Ex-
tension 8i1~?’ ?~*fhis Bill (the ’Honourable Mem-
ber observed), has been prepared in accordance
with the principles of a similar act passed by the
~~+~:~-~,,tl, Wales. -.The

.:a;~ain, and most Valuable feature of the Bill=is,
that all denominations of Christians are put upon

. an equal footing. The government, by this mea-
sure, carefully avoids giving to any religious body,
an advantage over the rest ; and all who worship
GOd in accordance with the principles of the
Christian Re~ion, can be provided with a cler-
gyman. The only oondhion is, that, hetore ap-
plicants for assistance trom the public treasury
can be enti0ed to any grant, they must prove
their own zeal in the cause they espouse, by ha,ring
subscribed n stipulated sum. This plan has been

fDund t o’wo~kwell in New Soutb Wales, and
san scarcely ?all tO have the ~tnbSt beneficial ten-
dency in this colony. By making the assistance
from government, ¢outingeat on the contributions
of the people, we ainu at the accomplishment of
two important objects. First, it will have a ten-
dency to prevent that lukewarm feeling, which
sometimes paralyzes the efforts of beneficed Mi-
nisters of Religion; and, on the other hand, an
independent feeling will be created, and subser-
view~J~o thllLin!lue#iild anil~-wea~hy mem bfil of

Religion knows that his stipend is not entirely de.
pendent on the voluntary contributions of his

- congregation. The Bill provides, that grants in
aid nf religion may: be given under two heads :--
First, As to the fund which any religious body

may provide for building a church or chapel;
and--Secondly, With regard te Ministers, Sti.
pends. As to the building fund, no grant san be
made by government, until the applicants shall

persons make such declaration, then £150 per
annum may be granted ;~aqd, when there are
500 applicants, £’200 per annum nmy~ b¢ awarded
towards the support ofa Minmter ;. ~be~4~,4D~overn-
ment will not, under any circumstances,and how-
ever numerous may be the eengregation, award
a larger yearly sum than £200 in aid of a stipend.
The bill further provides that, under certain cir-
cumstances, even where no church or chapel has
been built, il a sum of not less than .~50 has beeu
raised in any one year for the suppor~ of a Minis-
ter, Government may grant an additional sam,
" not exceeding ~I00, nor exceeding the’sum s,s
raised." Such are the provisions of the bill, a
knowledge of which, it is h~ped, will be dissemi-
nated far and.wide, and halle the effect of induc-
ing the .various denominations of Christians in this
Colony, to take active steps for havifig Divil~e
Service perfcrmed in their own churches. If they
do sot, the fault will not remain with Govern-
ment.--I may obsetwe that, ~mo3ime. ago,_dn
article appeared in print, adve~ing to the ".J~s-
timated Expenditure of the year, and finding
fault with the small amount set down under the
head of " Ecclesiastical Establishments." But,
the writer must have been in ignorance of t~e
real facts of the case. This bill, as I have alreatly
intimated, only enables Government to a~sist
those who have first assisted themselves ;~and
the item alluded to was not put down as theiiiit
of Government assistance ; but, as exceeding the
probable amount that would he applied for. The
only town from which we have yet ~ltadany appli-
cation is Auckland, wl~ere upwards of 500 in-
habitants have subscribed the ncf.eseary declara-
tion to entitle them to the Government allowance
of £200 per annum. Now, there certainlymuat
be, at Port Nieholson, and in other towns of the
Colony, large bodies of worshippels who, upon
proper ~pplication, wih be entitled to a grant
tirom Government, either in aid of their building-
fund, or in support of a Minister, or both. Cer-
tai~ it is, however, that, hitherto~ no such appli.
~itt.ti~ ha~lr, dc,-~,itiSitqli~i-~ from
their not being fully aware oi the provisions of
the New South Wales’ Act, which has, up to the
present time, been law in this Q~ony. I remem-

¯ ° " " " a *her that mtormatmn on the.subject h s been re-
quired by the Roy. Mr. Strachan, Minister of the
Presbyterian Church at Port Nicholson, and I
adduce this fact to shew that~ many parties, other-
wise well-informed, have remained in ignorance
of the provisions made by Government for pro-
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meting the building of Churches and Chapels,
and to provide for the maintenance of Ministers
of Religion. I now move that tile Church Exten-
sion Bill be read a second time."

Mr. Earp --In rising to second the motion, I
may mention one or two points upon which, I
’drink, the hill may he made more explicit. In
the ,r.th clause, for instance, regarding Ministers’
Stipends, there" is used the general term of "M/n/s-

, . . ,, ’{ ’ . . ."ters eL getglol~t bout any defimUon as to
those who ought to lie So cbUst/ter~. ’"Now;~l~
am an enemy tO quackery of all kinds. It is had
in every shape, but more especially when it masks
itself under a garb of religion. In my opinion
~he quackery of Dr. Eady is preferable to that of
Dr. Mawworm. The term "Ministers of Reli-
g,on" should, in my opinion, be more acurately
defined. You will probably have in this Colony,

at no distant day, a body of Socialists, who may
claim, from Government, the aid of Government
for their teacher,

The Attoiney General.~The hill does not
make the allowance compulsory upon Govern-
meat, but gives discretionary power to His Ex-
cellency, with the advice of the Executive Council,
to order or refuse such grant. It is not, there.
tbre, very probable that a body of Oweaites woul::~
he enabled to obtain any grant of public m~ney
under theprovisious of this bill.

The Colonial Seeretary.--lt seems to me that
the objects of the bill are sufficiently and acu- I
rarely defined. No money can be granted for
"the building of a church or chapel," unless it
be designed for" the exercise of the public worship
of~wa~ ~cnomination of Christians." Then as re-
g~rds stipends, ~id can only be graiated, towards
the support of Ministers of Religion."--Socialism,
or Owenism, cannot be called " religion," nor
can the professors of such principles come under
the denomination of" Christians."

The Governor.~Probably the addition of one
W ~ "ord woud sausfy the scruples ofthe Hen. Mem.
bur (Mr. Earp), who seconded the motion that
ti~e bill be read a second time. The bill provides
that Government shall contribute " towards the
support oLMinisters of Religion," and perhaps

,, ,, lthe word authorized min’sters of religion would
meet the difficulty.

The Attorney-General--There are many safe-
guards in the bill, against imposition. The first
<iause provides that £300 must have been sub.
scribed by the applicants for aid in the erection
of a building-, betbre their claim can be considered.
Then, as regards stipends, the necessary declara-
tion must be subscribed by at least 100 persons ;
’~nd, after all, the Governor, with the advice of
the Executive Council, has a discretionary power,
Before ~u,~gi~ mc~ae~,~,tai~ ~ther~ el building

¯ or endowment, the people themselves must 6bn ’
tribute.

Mr. Earp.--,l do not press the objection; 1
mere~ make allusion to the wording of the clause,
because I thought it might probably give encour-
agement to parties whose claims could not be ad-
mitted. But, certainly, no considerable number

, cf people will aub~cribe largely to satisfy any idle
c~rice.

The Governor.--We wish to place all professors
of the Christian Religion on the same footing.
We say we will afford aid, upon a scale which
has been laid down, in support of any authorized
minister. That is not forcing upon them any
doctrine.

The Colonial Treasurer.--The question is, what
is to be the definition of Ministers of Religion ?
There are numerous sects:~the Church of Eng-
land. Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists, antl
a~gre~t number of others; others of a rather
doubtful character. : , ,

The Colonial Secreta~.~The ~G~v~ffior, ~ith
the aid of the Executive CounCil, will exercise a
proper discretion as to the parties who have really
a claim. A sect has, for instance, recently sprung
up, calling themselves " A Provident Sect," the
object of which is commendable. ’Should a con-
siderable number of such religionists make appli-
cation for aid from Government, their claim
would be entitled to every fair consideration.

The Governor,~On this question I heard a
great deal of discussion--probably more than I
shall ever hear again--when the subject Was before
the Governor and Council of New $outh Wales.
Some high Churchmen in that Council wereop-
posed to the measure, On the supposition that its
provisions gave too wide a latitude for the/td-
mission to pecuniary aid from Government to
Dissenters ; but I am’glad to state that the alarms
of those gentlemen were proved to be erroneous,
and their arguments successfully refuted.

The motion for the second reading of the bill
was then put, and carried unanimously ; and the
bill was, upon the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary committed.

BILL IN COMMITTB2o

The three first clauses (on being read by the
Clerk of Councils). passed sub ~ilencio.

On the fourth clause being read, which pro.
rides that the Trustees of any. church or chapel
for the time being, shall set apart sittings marked
with the words "Free Seats ;" amount!at to not
less than one-third part Of the whole Of the sit.
tings in such church or chapel,-

The Governor said,~I wish it were po~sih!e to
avoid making any marked or apparently invidious
distinction, between ~ the seats oceupied by those
who are pew-renters, and those who are not. I
really do not see why we should tell the world
that persons sitting in any particular part era
church or chapel, are unable to pay. for the
accommodatlon.

The Attorney-General.wI Should have a strong
repugnance to the clause as it now stands, if I
believed that marking those portions of the pews

Ior benches, not rented, with~the words " Free
Seats," would give pain to any individual attend-
ingDivine ServiCe. I think, o.nthe:gontrarY, that
~(itl~i~[iola wo~ld, in ~dmost every, instance~ be
given by such an intimation, on entering a church
or chapel. A stranger~ for instance, enteringa
place ofworshlp, would have no difficulty , ob,
serving certain seats st, marked, in’ obtaining
accommodation. But, on the contrary, were no
seats marked "Free,’.’ he might experience incon-
venience, not knowing where he could sit, with-
out intrusion on the pew-renters. For myself,



and Chapels" to t~at :,~et~t. .
The G~v~_~:~ ~S ~~ly~’~eat Weight

~.~l~]i~i,.~,~ ~.-" ~t ~, ’~o doubt, ~be
~ ig~ify~g~tb inysdf or ~I~:ot~alJle Members
~dhf~ Web’s we to .return to England and enter
"~i/y of the new Churches, to o~S6rve a seat which
we could at onc~ oceup, y, wlth~ut being subjected
"in’tie in Conven"~pca, ~d d~mfovt, of wai~ug
~in the aisle’uatil’~ome’pew-red~ w~ul~l inviteUs

The Colomal ~,reasarer...-I am only anxious to

denomltio.tions,~ts~.inter’fete ~v]t~ ~h~e discipline of
tlieir’churches, as regards pew:rents. Some reli-
g~di.~~ ~ ig-lj~ dmpels "free;";
and, as TruitL~q~[~nted under the~

~sanction "of’@ov~rn~enL .they .may deem:the~
regulation~bfnm~zk~ng" any ~p~tiou of’their seats

- "’ Freb ~eats," ~bjeetionable.. ¯ i
The ~ttorney:Geueral--~It~h~s t~t~r" b~en ad.~

van~’it~as~an ~gument:in ~fa~etlt-~Oflthe, ChurCh;Of

~ro tilace:df.~0~h|p,, iu :c0~i/ta ,’~lda ~the
Church of England--at least ~i~a" )mir::~iaxe--4tas
been b’ullt 6r en~towe~l, wifl~/t ’~ovid~ng due
,aecnnimoda’flon ~or ~hose who ca~n6t, afford to rent
~s; In ~e-’VhapdS :of s~e~l d~minations

es’l~c~, ~[fb~ ~e~y ly~p~’a~*t~e~hted upon
t.O pay.

M~. Earp.~.I’agreeJwkh mirth ~that has been
said ~ but if honorable mem?e~s’.are acquaiat~td
IVi~h~th~ feeepf;rel~., lations of ’di~santing cengre.
~_ti~"~ in’ ~nglantl,’SO -’far a~ regards ~heir pl~Wes

of wbr~hip,qt,~il!"be found tidy:very vapid¯ strides
h~e’b,~eu made~fer ~rov~din~ Free ~eats. This
0bsefvation’al~ies, I ;believe/to ;all ,religitmi*ta

lies I knowthat theym/tke no such distinction zs
is’now prgp0sell ;’ SCary worShi~per is at .liberty
tO take’ po~e~0n "of any s~/t~!~ffhleh m~yib¢:at

"~ SMr: Earpi~rlien they have~Y i~eats at :all.
":~fhe Governbr,--I~ake a’:ve~ llberai ~hw~6r
the" e~r’~e’adop~ted by’Roman. CSth~ies in regard
tO th~ir~hta.¢e~.:Wor~fip, halving seen at’Genoa,

~mdess Trustees were fist appointed subject to
the sanction of Government, and that free seats
mtmt be appropriated for~theaeeommodatien of
.tho~e una~te m rent pew~, they made no objection
on the ground of,its interfering with the discipline
~f.their Chur~d~. ~ mention ,th~ in ~mply to the
observation of the Colonial Trea~rer. As regards
the Roman Catholics, an one, eo far as my own
observation and experience extends, can he said
tohave an exclusive seat, unless he brings his
own chair. The prince and :peasant, When they
enter a place of w.rship, are placed upon an
equal footing,.and this, in my extimation, con-
stitutes one 0f the points in their religion from
which we might take a useful example.

The ColonialSecretary.--lf parties come Te
Governmeatt0 nmire.eertain,cona/tions for the

a~lv~mtnge for th~s/fl~/Govisrnme~has a right
~0 fixthe amount which they are willing tO grant
from the funds of the colony for such pmpeses.~
In’the 7th clause,a ’b!tak~hr~~ must ~he
filled in with t]x~ I~tb~dn~bf~ti~ted~Re~
’venue’for one year, w~iC~h .the Council is willing
~to grant in ai~! "of "religion.

’~’he Attorney~General.~n accordance witl~
instructions f~c~uh~me, there is a limitation ~0

"sadh~amount.
¯ , q~he.Colonial Sec0eetary and the Treasurer,
severally: oiT~ed an opinion, th~tno portion ef the
fund a~ising ’fro~a~the ,sale’ Of lands, could be
app~d:to th~s~urp~e ;’~ but:~at the grants,must
beemrfi~d twa c~taimpropo~(ion of the Ordin-
,a~y,Re~mu~ only+ . . - -:=o.

The Gevernor.~To take onese%~n ’frol~: the
Revenue,: may ~eemat first,sight:to be excessive ;
rb~it’let’ us.censiderto avhat ~ v#.iry impowtm,t pUT:
pcse4t iS to,be aFplied ~--~he mo~ ~important in
fact of any other ;: for,what can be paramount to
~the promotion and, advancement of. the Christian
Reli~gion, of whatever, denominat:,on 7.

’Mr. Earp,~The Revenue.will [ presume, be
much,increased during the ensuing year.

,. ’TI~ Colonial Treasurer.,,It i~ :now .a~ut

’~6’:~30,000, including custom%exeise, licea ~
~es, ~C,
¯ The.Co~nld:Secretary :then imaged, seconded

rby .the ~otonial Treasurer,:x]mt ~tke.blan k in.the
seventh clatme, ":be filbd up wi~. .w0r~ ",one
zseventh’~ par t~of:the:estimated~,mvtnu6. /

The Governor,--The Col~tal’.~cretary has
air .e~dy pbser~ed, that fauit:has~been.lbund with~
the small ameunt set forth in the Estimated ~t~


